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Information Session



Czech Student Visa and ​Residence 

Permit ​Overview
This presentation is meant to be used as a general guideline – you should always consult the website for the 

consulate/embassy to which you're applying.

• Legislation and procedures are subject to change

Who is this presentation intended for?

• The information in this presentation is intended for students planning short-term (semester or year-long) 

visiting study stays at Charles University

• This information may not be relevant or complete for students applying for other types of programs 

Who needs a visa or residence permit?

• Anyone without EU or EFTA citizenship for a study stay longer than 90 days (applies to all semester-long 

stays)

• See the Entry Requirements – Visa page on the Charles University website for incoming students

https://cuni.cz/UKEN-366.html


Czech Student Visa and ​Residence 

Permit ​Overview
Long-term Visa for Studies

• Most students doing a short-term study stay on an accredited program will apply for this visa​

• Valid for 90 days-1 year depending on length of study stay

• Takes 60 days to process from receipt of the application (according to the law), can take longer

• You must apply outside of the Czech Republic and to the embassy or consulate responsible for your region 

• It is usually necessary to apply in person – contact the relevant consulate/embassy well in advance to make an 

appointment 

Long-term Residence Permit for Studies

• Application can be submitted to a Ministry of the Interior office in the Czech Republic ONLY if you hold 

residency in another EU country for the purpose of studies

• Similar legal processing time and documents required as for the visa, but requires visits to the MOI on arrival 

for collection of biometric data and receiving residence card



Long-term Study Visa Application​ Documents
Check your consulate/embassy website to for their specific requirements

• Except for the travel document and bank statement, documents should be in Czech (some consulates allow 

English in some cases)

• Any documents translated into Czech must use a certified translator

• Documents should be original or certified copies (apostille/superlegalization may be necessary depending on 

country)

• In some cases, embassies will ask that you provide additional photocopies of each document to ease 

processing



Long-term Study Visa Application​ Documents
• Completed & signed visa application form 

• Two (2) recent passport photos

• Original passport or travel document

• Confirmation of study

• Confirmation of sufficient financial resources

• Confirmation of accommodation 

• Criminal history background check 

• Health insurance contract

• Visa application fee – check consulate website for payment instructions

• In some cases, biometric data or additional documents are required as specified by your 
embassy or consulate



Visa Application Form​

• Complete in black or blue ink (or typed)​

• Available for download on the Czech 

embassy/consulate website​

• Must match information in your passport and on 

your university acceptance documents (including 

duration of stay)



Document Confirming 

Purpose of Stay​

• Sent from relevant faculty or office at Charles 

University​

• Check that full name and date of birth are correct

• The document may look a little different at some 

faculties



Proof of Accommodation​

• Sent from central accommodation office at 

Charles University​

• Check that full name and date of birth are correct​

• Fill in nationality, permanent address, passport 

number and sign the bottom​

• If you choose to stay in private accommodation, 

make sure that the provider will send you a 

contract in Czech with an original handwritten 

signature



Health Insurance​

If your application is approved, prior to affixing the visa, you are obliged to submit proof 

of medical travel insurance that corresponds to the specified conditions (not required if 

the foreign national subscribes to public health insurance or if the costs for health care 

are covered on the basis of an international agreement or if the foreign national can 

demonstrate that health care is covered in another manner), and, upon request, a 

document on paying the insurance presented in the proof of medical travel insurance.

Insurance can be arranged with any insurance company authorised to provide it in the 

Czech Republic – Charles University has agreements with the PVZP and Slavia 

insurance companies to provide tailored plans for foreign students. You can find more 

information about those options on the Health Insurance & Medical Care page of the 

Charles University website for incoming students.

https://cuni.cz/UKEN-1546.html


Document Confirming Financial Resources

Payment card and bank account statement ​

• Card and statement must be in your name

• Must be issued by the bank, must be in Czech or English (printed online statements are 

usually okay)

• Keep money in account until visa is approved

Alternate Option:

• If receiving funding from your home university or Charles University in the necessary amount, 

submit your grant paperwork or a certified copy (in Czech or translated)

Must prove access funds that are 15 times the amount of the existential minimum for the first month and double the 

amount of existential minimum for every month afterwards, for instance, a semester stay currently requires 78 250 CZK.

Check the relevant consulate or Ministry of Interior website for updated information, as the exact number may change.



Timeline​

• The visa application can take the full 60 days, from when the application is accepted at 

the relevant consulate or embassy.​

• In some cases, there may be additional delays.​

• Unfortunately, the university does not have any influence on approval speed.​

• Status of the application can be checked online. Once your application is accepted for 

processing, you should be provided with an application code that can be used to check 

the status.



Required ​Registration with ​Foreign Police

• Students from non-EU/EFTA countries are required to report their presence at the 

appropriate Foreign Police Department within 3 days of the arrival​

• This is not necessary when staying in Charles University dormitories, as they will do this 

for you​

• Addresses for the Foreign Police offices in various cities can be found at the Entry 

Requirements – Visa page on the Charles University website for incoming students

https://cuni.cz/UKEN-366.html#13


Thank you!


