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Thstp haslasti e haasik ep hare hstppue hs  hare h䑀sppstb e hay 䑀astasd h䑀lsvedasdie hs  hare hGospel of To-
mas h(GT). hB  hare hbeystddstdy hs  hare harstl  hiedaul , hGT has leas   histliu asae  hstd hare hhrlstpastasd
istli ep hs  hA exasd lstas. hFularelmsle, hasa h easpa hsde hvelpstsd hs  harstp h siumeda hras  hbeed halasdp-
mstaae  has hOx lr dirup hbe sle h200 hh.a., harasa hstp, h䑀lstsl has hare hterminus ad quem h sl hsde hs 
are hGoleek hmasdupilst䑀ap hs  hTomas. hId hsl el has hleasppepp harstp hr 䑀sarepstp, hare hasuarsl h e vep
stdas hare h䑀lsb em hs  hslstystd hs  hay 䑀astasd hmsdaspastistpm hasd  hexasmstdep hare heasl stepa hasaaepaas-
astsdp hasbsua hare hupe hs  hGT hstd hA exasd lstas h(Olstyed) hasd  hApstas hostdsl h(Hst䑀䑀s  aup). hThstp hstd-
qustl  h eas p has has hdeyasastve hlepu a hisdieldstdy hare h䑀sppstb e hay 䑀astasd hbstlar䑀 asie hs  hTomas,
asd  has  swp h sl hare hexstpaedie hs  hasd heasl stel hpalasaum hs  hpas stdyp hstd hGT h elstvstdy h lsm has hfilpa-
iedaul  hpsulie. hDue has hare h䑀asuista  hs  hrstpaslstias  h asaas, hpuir has hr 䑀sarepstp hwsu   hrasl    hbe
aedasb e hstd hare hay 䑀astasd hisdaexa. hThele sle, hare hmspa hsde hisu   hpuyyepa hasa harstp h䑀sstda hs 
lepeaslir hstp harasa hare hGT leasire  hA exasd lstas h lsm hPas epastde hsl hApstas hostdsl, hwrele hsta hras 
as leas   hbeed hkdswd hstd hare hfilpa hras   hs  hare hpeisd  hiedaul .
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Introduction
Ia hstp h stffiiu a, hstd ee , has hepastmasae hst  hasd  hblsas  hpirs asl   hisdpedpup hrasp hbeed
leasire  hstd hare hasleas hs  hThsmaspstde hpau step. hI hasm hstdi stde  has hbe steve harasa hstd
arstp hiaspe hpuir hasd hasyleemeda h e䑀ed p hsd hare ha 䑀ep hs  hquepastsdp harasa hrasve
beed haspke  hstd hare hpast   hylswstdy h staelasaule hsd hare hGospel of Tomas h (GT).
aved has hblste  hpulve  hs  harstp h staelasaule hstd stiasaep harasa hare hmsle hism䑀lered-
pstve hs  harspe hpau step hupuas    has  lepp hare hyedelas  hstppuep hasp has hTomas’ h䑀sp-
pstb e h e䑀ed edie hu䑀sd hare hp ds䑀asti halas stastsd, hsl hstap hGodspasti hvp. hdsd-Godsp-
asti hslstystd, hwreleasp hpsme hs  hare hmsle hp䑀eistas stze  heppas p hasd  haslasti ep haasik e
vaslstsup h䑀aslas  e p hs  hare hGT hwstar hsarel h䑀steiep hs  heasl   hhrlstpastasd h staelasaule.
Ssme hvel  h eaasst e  hexasmstdasastsdp hs  hare hism䑀spstastsd hasd  hle asiastsd hs  harstp
 siumeda, hasp hwe   hasp hare hasdas  pep hs  h䑀aslastiu asl h systas hstd hTomas, h䑀elaasstd has
arasa hpeisd  hmasjsl hylsu䑀 hs  hpau step.
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The hstppuep hs  hTomas’ h䑀sppstb e h e䑀ed edie hu䑀sd hare hp ds䑀asti hysp䑀e p1

asd  hstap h䑀aslas  e p hwstar hare hwslkp hs  hS lstasd hasd  hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdsta  hasle
measdstdy u  hpaaslastdy h䑀sstdap hs  hasd  hstdqustl  hstdas hare hslstystd hasd  halasdpmstppstsd
s  harstp h siumeda. hFsl, hstd harstp hisdaexa, hsde hstp h eas stdy hwstar hare hareslstep hs 
are haws hmasjsl hylsu䑀p hs  hpirs aslp hwrs hpu䑀䑀sla haws hpeemstdy   hstlleisdist -
asb e h䑀spstastsdp hasp has hare hslstystd hasd  hiraslasiael hs  harstp hysp䑀e .

The has vsiasaep hs  hare h䑀ls-std e䑀ed edie hpirss 2 hyedelas    hmasstdaasstd harasa
are hGT stp hdsa has hGodspasti hism䑀spstastsd, hbua hasd heasl   hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd h siu-
meda harasa hras  has h eve s䑀meda hstd e䑀ed eda hs  hare hiasdsdstias , h䑀aslastiu asl  
p ds䑀asti, hysp䑀e p. hAiisl stdy has hpsme hs  harepe hasuarslp,3 hpuir has hr 䑀sarepstp
mas  hbe hisdfilme  hb  hare hle asiastsdas , hism䑀spstastsdas  hasp hwe   hasp haelmstds sy-
stias  h easaulep hs  hare hwrs e hpelstep hs  h systas hasd  harestl h䑀aslas  e p hstd hsarel hJewstpr-
hrlstpastasd hwlstastdyp h(ep䑀eistas    harspe h䑀elaasstdstdy has hare heaspaeld hS lstasd hmst-
 steu).

The hmasjsl hiras  edye has hare harepstp hisdieldstdy hare hstd e䑀ed eda hslstystd hs 
are hGT hstp has hbe h sud  hstd hwslkp hs  hare hpirs aslp hwrs hudasmbstyusup   haslyue
 sl hare hGodspasti hiraslasiael hs  harstp hwslk.  hRsbela hGolasda’p  hbssk  hTe Seecret
Seayings of Jesus h (1960) hle䑀lepedap hasd hexem䑀 asl hs  harstp ha 䑀e hs  hasdas  pstp.
I hasylee hwstar hGolasda’p haresl  hstdps asl hasp hsta hblstdyp hTomas hstd hisddeiastsd hwstar
are hNasasppede hpsulie hqusae  hstd hHst䑀䑀s  aup’  hRefutatio omnium haeresium
(5.7.20). hThstp hpsulie hleas p hasp h s  swp:

[Ad ] hare  h(are hNasasppedep h– hoV) hpas  harasa hdsa hsd   hare hm paelstep hs  hare hApp lstasdp hasd 
are hPrl ystasdp h[bua harspe hs  hare hay 䑀astasdp hasp hwe  ] hbeasl hwstadepp has harestl h stpisulpe hle-
yasl stdy hare hb eppe  hdasaule, hrst  ed hasd  h ea hleveas e , hs  hare harstdyp harasa hwele, hasd  hasle,
asd  hwst   hbe, hwrstir, hre hpas p, hstp h[are] hkstdy sm hs  hreasved hpsuyra h sl hwstarstd hmasd. hhsd-
ieldstdy harstp, hare  hex䑀lepp   h e stvel harestl halas stastsd hstd hare hysp䑀e  hedasta e  hasiisl stdy has

1 Fsl hare hmsle hleieda h stpiuppstsd hs  harstp h䑀lsb em, hpee, h sl hexasm䑀 e, hoaslk hGoss asile,
Tomas and the Gospels, hGolasd  hRas䑀st p: hael masdp, h2012.

2 See, h sl hexasm䑀 e: hOpiasl hhu  masdd, hThe hGosp䑀e  hs  hThsmasp hasd  hare hPlsb em hs  hare hAye
s  hare hTlas stastsd hhsdaasstde  hThelestd, hInterpretation h16 h(1962), h418–38; hSaevasd hDasvstep,
Te Gospel of  Tomas and Christian Wiisdom,  hNew hYslk: hThe hSeasbul  hPlepp, h1983;
Jsrd hDsmstdsti hhlsppasd, hFour Other Gospels, hostddeas䑀s stp: hWstdpasd hPlepp, h1985; hhrasl-
 ep  h He lstik,  hThsmasp  h asd  h are  h S ds䑀astip:  h Astmstdy  h asa  h as hhsdpedpup,  h Second  Centu-
ry 7 h(1989/90), h39–56; hHe mua hKsepael,  hAncient Christian Gospels: Teir History and
Development, hLsd sd: hSho hPlepp, h1990; hSae䑀red hPasaaelpsd, hThe hGosp䑀e  hs  hThsmasp
Wstarstd hare hDeve s䑀meda hs  haasl   hhrlstpastasdsta , hPr.D. h stppelaasastsd, hh aslemsda hGolas uasae
Sirss , h1988.

3 Ksepael, hAncient; hDasvstep, hTe Gospele
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Thsmasp, hpas stdy: h“TThe hsde hwrs hpeekp hpras   hfid  hme hstd hirst  led h lsm hpeved h easlp; h sl
arele, hrst  ed hstd hare h sulaeedar hasesd, hI hasm hleveas e .”4

Hswevel,  has hle asiastsd-ilstastias  hasdas  pstp  hs  h are  hGT,  hwrstir  hiasd h emsd-
palasae harasa hstd hare hiaspe hs  harstp hwlstastdy hsde hstp hisdielde  hwstar has hmu ast- as -
ele  h siumeda harasa h䑀asppe  harlsuyr hasa h easpa haws hmasjsl hasd  h stpastdia h䑀raspep
s  halasdpmstppstsd, hprsu   hielaasstd   has  sw hare h䑀sppstbst sta  hs  has h asael, hpeisd asl 
leiedpstsd hs  harstp h siumeda hstd has hmsle hsl h epp has䑀䑀asleda hGodspasti hke . hNevel-
are epp, hare h䑀sppstbst sta  harasa hare hGT hmas , hstd ee , hle䑀lepeda has h“Tpeisd asl ”
ysp䑀e , h sep hdsa hisdfstia hwstar hare hvel  h䑀elpuaspstve h slm-ilstastias  hevst edie
std stiasastdy harasa hsta hisdaasstdp, hasp hsde hs  hstap heasl stel hpalasaas, has hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd
is  eiastsd  h s  h Jepup’  h pas stdyp  h  eve s䑀e  h std e䑀ed eda   h s  h are  h p ds䑀asti
ysp䑀e p.

Lea  hme,  h arele sle,  h eve s䑀  hasd has aeldasastve hpea  hs  haslyumedap  h arasa  hasle
ismmedpulasae hwstar hare hfilpa hstdaustastsdp hs  hGoled e   hasd  hHuda,5 hare hpirs aslp
wrs h stpisvele  hasd  he stae  hare hGoleek hmasdupilst䑀ap hs  hare hGT hasa hare hastme
wred hare hasta e hs  harstp hwslk hwasp h ea hudkdswd has hare hasias emsti hwsl  . hOd
are hbaspstp hs  hare h䑀lsvedasdie hs  hare h䑀as䑀 lst harempe vep, hasp hwe   hasp hsd hare hleas-
psdasb e hasppum䑀astsd harasa hare hexaasda h䑀aslas  e p hwstar hare Gospel of the Egyp-
tians h isu   hstd stiasae hare h䑀lsbasb e h siup hs  hare  hlogia Iêsou, harepe haws hasu-
arslp  hwele  h stdi stde  h as  hbe steve  h arasa  h are  h edastle  h is  eiastsd  hslstystdasae  h std
ay 䑀a.6 h Id ee , hare  hmaterial evidence h  lsm hOx lr dirup hasd  hhredsbsp-
kstsd h(Nasy hHasmmas st), hare histliumpaasdie harasa hare hsd   hexaasda haexap hs  hTo-
mas hwele h stpisvele  hstd hare hNst e hvas  e , hasd  hdsa hstd hS lstas, h eas  has hsde hs  hare
mspa hefeiastve haslyumedap hasyasstdpa hTomas’ heaspaeld hS lstasd hbasikylsud .7 hA -
 stastsdas   , hare hbst stdyuas  hedvstlsdmeda hstd hwrstir harstp h siumeda hwasp h sud  hstp
Goleek/hs䑀asti hasd  hdsa hGoleek/S lstasi, hasp hare h䑀lsmsaelp hs  hare h“Ta eppasd hisd-
pedpup” hwsu   hrasve hsta.8

4 Hst䑀䑀s staup hs  hRsme, Refutatio omnium haeresium, ho. hoaslisvstir h(e .), hBel std: hWas ael
 e hGolu ael, h1986, h147. hThe halasdp asastsd hs  harstp h lasymeda hstdas hady stpr hstp hmstde.

5 Beldasl  hP. hGoled e   h– hAlarul hS. hHuda, hLogia Iêsou: Seayings of Our Lord, hLsd sd: hFlsw-
 e, h1897 hasd  hTe Oxyyrhynchus aapyri, hPa. h4, hLsd sd: hay 䑀a hax䑀 slasastsd hFud , h1904.

6 Goled e   h– hHuda, Logia Iêsou.
7 I hrasve has leas   haasik e , hstd hmuir hmsle h eaasst , hare hstppue hs  hare hS lstasd h䑀lsvedasdie hs  hare

GT hstd: host asd hVuksmasdsvstć, hThe hPlsvedasdie hs  hare hGosp䑀e  hs  hThsmasp: hAppeppstdy hare
S lstasd hH 䑀sarepstp, hAnnali di Setoria dell’Esegesi h38 h(2021/1), h79–107.

8 Fsl has hmsle hleieda h stpiuppstsd hs  hare hS lstasd h䑀lsvedasdie hs  hare hGT, hpee: hPstel ustyst hPst-
svasde  st, hThsmasp hstd ha eppas? hAdsarel hLssk hasa hare hOlstystdas  hSeaastdy hs  hare hGosp䑀e  hs 
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oslesvel,  hlinguistic evidence, hare h asia harasa hare hGoleek hmasdupilst䑀ap hbe-
 sdy  h as  h are  h peisd -  h asd  h are  h arstl -iedaul  h (wreleasp  h are  h hs䑀asti  h is ex
prsu   hbe h asae  h asael hstd hare h sular-iedaul ) hpuyyepap harasa hare hmspa h䑀lsbas-
b e hisulpe hs  halasdpmstppstsd hasd  halasdp asastsd hs  hare  hGT h prsu   hbe h siasae 
wstarstd harstp h䑀elsts . hThasa hstp has hpas , hare hhs䑀asti hvelpstsd hstp, hmspa h stke  , has halasdp-
 asastsd hasd  hasd has as䑀aasastsd hs  hare hslstystdas  hGoleek haexa.

aved hst  hare hr 䑀sareastias  hAlasmassti hpubpalasaum hs  hTomas h slstystdasae  hstd
Pas epastde, hsta hstp hdsa hdeieppasl  has hpeek h sl has hS lstasd hme stasastsd hstd hare h䑀lsiepp
s  halasdpmstppstsd hs  harstp hwslk. hh spe hisddeiastsdp hbeaweed hare hJewp hs  hPas ep-
astde hasd  hA exasd lstas hexstpae  hstd hare hfilpa hiedaul . hId has  stastsd, harele hstp hpalsdy
evst edie hs  hstd e䑀ed eda hasd  hvel  hslstystdas  hascetic traditions hs  hJewstpr hslst-
ystd harasa hfsulstpre  hstd hare hA exasd lstasd hleystsd hstd hare hmst   e hs  harasa hied-
aul . hOd hare hsarel hrasd , hsta hwsu   hbe hvel  hrasl , hstd ee , has hepaasb stpr hpuir
easl   hhrlstpastasd  h isddeiastsdp  hbeaweed  h Jelupas em  hasd  h are  h easpaeld  hS lstasd
(a eppasd) h stasp䑀slas. hA   hare hevst edie harasa hwe h䑀sppepp hstd h asvsl hs  hare hS lstasd
isdaexa hstp hare hp䑀ulstsup halas stastsd hleisl e  hstd hare hps-ias  e  hDoctrine of Ad-
dai, hasd hudle stasb e hyust e hleyasl stdy hare hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd hslstystdp hs  ha eppasd
hrlstpastasdsta .

Fularelmsle, hsde hisu   hasdas  ze, h lsm hare hpaasd 䑀sstda hs  harestl hasaaepaas-
astsd hasd  hle evasdie, hare hThsmaspstde h䑀aslas  e p hwstar hare haws hA exasd lstasd hysp-
䑀e p h(st.e., hare hGospel of the Egyptians hasd  hare hGospel of the Hebrews). hThe
pstmst aslstastep hbeaweed harepe hwslkp hasd  hare  hGT h asle hasa h easpa hasp hle evasda hasp
are hS lstasi h䑀aslas  e p hs  hTomase h Ap h asl hasp hasaaepaasastsdp hasle hisdielde , hsde
prsu   hbeasl hstd hmstd  harasa hsde hs  hare heasl stepa  htestimonia hasbsua hare hGT h stp
 uldstpre  hb  hasd hA exasd lstasd hhrlstpastasd hasuarsl h(Olstyed, hias. h233 hh.a.).9 hNs
puir haepastmsd  h– hbe hsta heasl stel, hisdaem䑀slasl  hsl h asael h– hstp h䑀lepeda hstd hare
wslkp hs  hare hS lstasd hwlstaelp. hId hare hS lstasd hirlsdsti ep, harele hstp has hism䑀 eae
pst edie hasbsua harstp h siumeda.

Thsmasp, h std:  hJ. hDstjkpalas,  hJ. hKlseped, hY. hKust䑀el h(e p.),  hMyths,  Martyrs,  and Modernity:
Setudies in the History of Religions in Honour of Jan Ne Bremmer , hLest ed: hBlst  , h2010,
443–461; hIasd hPr. hBlswd, hWrele hstd ee  hWasp hare hGosp䑀e  hs  hThsmasp hWlstaaed? hThsmasp
std hA exasd lstas,  hJBL 138 h(2019/2), h451–472; hPasu -Hubela hPsstlstel, hÉvasdyst e h e hThsmasp,
Aiaep  h  e hThsmasp,  h Lstvle  h  e  hThsmasp.  h Ude  h alas stastsd  h ea  h pep  h alasdp slmasastsdp,  hApo-
crypha 7 h(1996), h9–26.

9 Id hrstp hFirst Homily on Luke h(1, h2), hOlstyed hle䑀slap harasa hstd hrstp hastme harele hwasp h“Tstd histl-
iu asastsd has ps hare hGosp䑀e  hAiisl stdy has hThsmasp hasd  hare hGosp䑀e  hAiisl stdy has hoasaarstasp
asd  hmasd  hsarelp”. hSee hBeda e  hLas asd h(e .),  hNag Hammadi Codexy II, 2–7: Together
with  III, 2, hLest ed: hBlst  , h1989, h104.
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Bepst ep hOlstyed’p hasaaepaasastsd, has hdumbel hs  htestimonia  le el has hare  hGT
as sdy hwstar hare haws hsarel hreaels sx hysp䑀e p harasa h䑀lsbasb   hslstystdasae  hstd
ay 䑀a.10 hThe  hasle hare has leas   hmedastsde  hGospel of the Egyptians h asd  hare
ps-ias  e  hGospel of Matthias, hwrstir h(sde hmas  hrasve hleaspsdp has hbe steve) hle䑀-
lepedap hasd hslstystdas  hvelpstsd hs  hare hBook of Tomas the Contender, has h䑀levst-
sup   hudkdswd hmasdupilst䑀a h stpisvele  hwstar hare hlepa hs  hare hNasy hHasmmas st
Lstblasl .

Fstdas   , has hrelmedeuastias  hasp hwe   hasp hle asiastsd-ilstastias  hasdas  pstp hs  hare hGT
std stiasaep harasa hsde hstp h eas stdy hrele hwstar has hism䑀spstae, hmu ast- as ele ,11 h siu-
meda harasa hpalsdy   hlefeiap hdsa hsd   has hvaslstea  hs  hpsuliep hs  halas stastsd, hbua
as ps has hsyncretistic h le stystsup-䑀rst sps䑀rstias  hmst steu.  hThstp  ha 䑀e hs  hp dileastpm
(wrstir hism䑀lstpep hbsar hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd h easaulep hasd  hGodspasti, hHe  edstpasti
m aremep hasd  hm paelstep) hstp hmsle hasa hrsme hstd hfilpa- hasd  hpeisd -iedaul 
A exasd lstas harasd hstd hare heaspaeld hS lstas, ha eppas.

Dep䑀stae has   harepe hstdalstyustdy hasppum䑀astsdp, hwrstir hielaasstd   hiasd hisdaepa
are has aeldasastve hr 䑀sarepstp hleyasl stdy hare hS lstasd h䑀lsvedasdie hs  hare hGT, hare
st eas hasbsua hare hay 䑀astasd hslstystd hs  hTomas h stp hpupie䑀astb e has hpsme hpelstsup
sbjeiastsdp hasp hwe  .

Fstlpa hs  has  , hasiie䑀astdy hare hlepu ap hs  h slm-ilstastias  hasdas  pstp hs  hare hGT hasd 
䑀ulpustdy hare haresl  hisdieldstdy hasd heasl   hasd  hstd e䑀ed eda hpubpalasaum hs 
arstp  h siumeda  h (isdaasstdstdy  hasd  hslstystdas  h is  eiastsd  hs  h Jepup’  h pas stdyp),  hwe
wsu   hrasve has hbe hasb e has he uist asae hare hisulpe hs  halasdpmstppstsd hs  hpuir
as his  eiastsd h lsm hPas epastde has hay 䑀a hasp h asae hasp hare hed  hs  hare hfilpa-, hbeystd-
dstdy hs  hare hpeisd -iedaul  hh.a. hThstp hstp hbeiasupe hsde hprsu   has  sw has hleaspsd-
asb e  h䑀elsts  hs  h astme hbeaweed hpuir has hr 䑀sareastias  h alasdpmstppstsd hasd  hare
ism䑀spstastsd hs  harstp hysp䑀e  hstd hGoleek hbe sle, hsl hasbsua, h140 hh.a. hReyleaaasb  ,
arele hstp hds hfilm hrstpaslstias  hevst edie harasa hpuir has his  eiastsd hs  h systas hisu  
rasve hleasire  hay 䑀a hasa  hpuir hasd heasl   h䑀elsts  hs  h stap  hhrlstpastasd hrstpasl .  hAp

10 Jelsme, hhsmm. hstd hevasdy. hoasaar., hPls syue h(PL h26. h17A); hAmblspe, hax䑀spstasts hevasdye stst
Luiase h1.2. hSee hLas asd, hNag Hammadi, h106.

11 Id hrstp hbssk hA Commentary on the Gospel of Tomas: From Interpretations to the In-
terpreted h(New hYslk: hT&T hh aslk hIdaeldasastsdas , h2009, h20–25), hPeal hPsksldý hst edastfie 
eved hfive h as elp hstd hare halasdpmstppstsd hrstpasl  hs  hare hGT. hPsksldý haslyue  harasa hGT hwasp
 asael harasd hare hp ds䑀asti hysp䑀e p hasd  harasa hare h asaepa hhs䑀asti hvelpstsd h“Tle䑀lepedap has hare-
s systias  hpaleasm harasa hslstystdasae  hstd hare heasl   hpeisd  hiedaul ” h(Commentary, h19), hbua
arasa hsta h“Tslstystdasae  hasa has hastme hwred hpsme hs  hare heasl stel hGosp䑀e p hras  has leas   hasaaasstde 
iasdsdstias  hpaasaup” h(Commentary, h13). h
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as hmasaael hs  h asia, harele hstp hds hexaasda hevst edie hwrasapsevel hasbsua hfilpa-ied-
aul  hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hay 䑀a. hAp hstd hare heasl   hS lstasd hisdaexa, has hirlsdsti h asik hs 
rstpaslstias  h asaas hrstd elp hasd  h䑀 asupstb e hisdi upstsdp hisdieldstdy hare halasdpmstp-
pstsd hs  hare GT h䑀lstsl has hstap has䑀䑀easlasdie hstd hOx lr dirup hstd hare h asae hpeisd 
iedaul . hThe hmspa hsde hisu   hyuepp hstp harasa hTomas hmas  hrasve hleasire  hA e-
xasd lstas hasp heasl   hasp hare hmst -peisd  hiedaul , hbua hbe sle harstp hvel  haedaasastve
 asae, hpirs aslp hfid  harempe vep hstd hasd has mspa hism䑀 eae h aslkdepp.

Seisd , hst  hsde hasiie䑀ap hare hasppum䑀astsd hs  hpsme hpirs aslp harasa hare  hGT
isu   hrasve hbeed hism䑀spe  hasp heasl   hasp hare hfilpa hiedaul ,12 hare has䑀䑀 stiasbst sta 
s  harstp hr 䑀sarepstp has hare hay 䑀astasd hisdaexa hwsu   hmeasd harasa hTomas hstp hare
easl stepa hasvasst asb e hwstadepp has hare h eve s䑀meda hs  hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd harstp hyes-
ylas䑀rsti hasleas. hAaalasiastve harsuyr hsta hstp, hpuir has hr 䑀sarepstp h sep hdsa hpeem has
be hylsud e  hsd hasd  hexaasda hrstpaslstias  h asiap.

Thstl ,  h st  hTomas h wasp h alu   hism䑀spe  h std  hay 䑀a  hbe sle h140  hh.a.,  hsde
isu   hasa h easpa hex䑀eia harasa harstp h siumeda hlefeiae  hpsistas -rstpaslstias  hisd st-
astsdp hiraslasiaelstpasti hs  harasa h䑀elsts ,13 h sl hasa h easpa has hisdaasstd hpsme h staelasl 
䑀aslas  e p hwstar hisdaem䑀slasl  hwslkp hpuir hasp hare hEpistle of Barnabas. hUd sl-
audasae  , hare h䑀stiaule hs  heasl   hA exasd lstasd hhrlstpastasdsta  hlefeiae  hstd  hBarn-
abas hstp hstdism䑀aslasb   h stfeleda h lsm hare hst es systias  hwsl   hs  hare hGTe

Fstdas   , hHst䑀䑀s  aup hbeaslp hwstadepp has hare hupe hs  harstp h siumeda hb  hare
Nasasppedep hasp heasl   hasp hare hbeystddstdy hs  hare hpeisd  hiedaul .14 hHswevel, hare
Nasasppedep hwele hslstystdas    has hPrl ystasd, hasd  hdsa hasd hay 䑀astasd hle stystsup hpeia. hIa
stp has mspa hstm䑀sppstb e has h emsdpalasae harasa harstp hylsu䑀 hupe  hsl hism䑀st e  hGT
ps heasl   hstd Egypt, hlasarel harasd hstd harestl hslstystdas  hrsme asd  hstd hApstas hostdsl.

The Beginnings of Christian Asceticism in Egypt
Id hare h20ar hiedaul , hare hvstew hs  hare heasl stepa hhrlstpastasd hrstpasl  hstd hay 䑀a hwasp
pubjeiae  has haws hqustae hlas stias  hle slmu asastsdp. hA s   hvsd hHasldasik’p hasuarsl-
staasastve hpau   hsd h䑀lstmstastve hhrulir hrstpasl , hwlstaaed hasa hare hauld hs  hare hied-

12 Saevasd hDasvstep, hTe Gospel of Tomas and Christian Wiisdom, hNew hYslk: hThe hSeasbul 
Plepp, h1983.

13 Fsl hexasm䑀 e, hare hasddstrst asastsd hs  hare hay 䑀astasd hJewp hud el hTlasjasd, hasa hare hbeystddstdy hs 
are hpeisd  hiedaul .

14 Thstp has䑀䑀lsxstmasastsd hstp hbaspe  hu䑀sd hare h asia harasa hare hpsdy has hAaastp hqusae  hstd hHst䑀䑀s  -
aup’ h“TNasasppede hiras䑀ael” hstp hyedelas    h asae  hstd hare hlestyd hs  hHas lstasd h(117–38 hh.a.). hI haas-
ke harstp hfilpa h asae hasp has haedaasastve haelmstdup has hqus h sl hare hHst䑀䑀s  aup hNasasppede hpsulie.
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aul , h䑀lsi asstme  h“Tsul has mspa hasaas  hstydslasdie” hs  hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hay 䑀a hasd 
A exasd lstas hudast  hare he䑀stpis䑀asae hs  hDemealstup h(ias. h189–231 hh.a.).15

Id h1934, hWas ael hBasuel hwasp hare hfilpa hpirs asl has hiras  edye harstp hlasarel h stp-
isulasystdy haswasledepp.16 hHe h䑀ua h slwasl  hasd hslstystdas  harepstp hasbsua hare hhereti-
cal h䑀le-rstpasl  hs  hslars sx hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hay 䑀a. hAiisl stdy has hBasuel, hsta hstp
dsa hare hiaspe harasa hpirs aslp h s hdsa h䑀sppepp hedsuyr hevst edie hasp has hare hslst-
ystdp hs  hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hare h asd  hs  hare hNst e; hare h䑀lsb em hstp harasa hare  h s hdsa
aaske hstdas hisdpst elasastsd hGodspasti hpsuliep harasa hwst e   histliu asae  harele hstd hare
peisd  hiedaul  hh.a.

The h䑀lsb em hs  hBasuel’p haresl  hstp, hrswevel, harasa hre h䑀ua hstdas hare hpasme
Godspasti hbaspkea hwslkp hpuir hasp hare  hEpistle of Barnabas, hare  hGospel of the
Egyptians h sl hare Gospel of the Hebrews h as sdy hwstar hare haleasastpep hs  hare
Vas edastdstasdp, hhasl䑀silasastasdp hasd  hBaspst st ep. hI  harepe hwslkp hasle h“Treleastias ” hb 
 efidstastsd, hared hare hrstpasl  hs  hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdsta  hiasddsa hbe hsarel harasd
Godspasti. hBasuel hbe steve  harasa harstp hwasp hare hmasstd hleaspsd hwr  hare heii epstaspast-
ias  hpsuliep hras  hbeed hps hpst eda hasbsua hhrlstpastasd hslstystdp hstd harstp hisudal .

I  hwe hpea haspst e hare h䑀lsb em hs  hay 䑀astasd hGodspastistpm, hsde hmas  hisdaed 
arasa hBasuel’p hiras  edye hrasp hbeed h䑀lsyleppstve h sl hasa h easpa haws hleaspsdp:

1. He hedisulasye  hpirs aslp has h ssk hstdas has hwrs e hvaslstea  hs  hasvasst asb e hpsul-
iep hstd hsl el has has vasdie harestl hkdsw e ye hs  hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdsta .

2. He h lew hsul hasaaedastsd has hare hexstpaedie hs  haws h stfeleda hylsu䑀p hs 
hrlstpastasdp h– hGoedast e hasd  hJewstpr h– hwrs hwele, hasiisl stdy has hBasuel, h efi-
dstae   h䑀lepeda hsd hare hA exasd lstasd hpiede hasa hare hvel  hbeystddstdy hs  hare
peisd  hiedaul  h(asd , h䑀lepumasb  , hpsme hastme hbe sle harasa). hHe has ps
masstdaasstde  harasa hare  hupe  haws h stfeleda hysp䑀e p: hare Gospel accord-
ing to the Egyptians hasd  hare hGospel of the Hebrewse17

Basuel’p hstdvepastyasastsdp h䑀asve  hare hwas  has hare hpeisd , heved hmsle hpstydstfi-
iasda, hbleaskarlsuyr hstd hare hpau step hs  heasl   hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hay 䑀a. hA ael hare
䑀ub stiasastsd hs  hh. hH. hRsbelap’ hManuscript, Seociety and Belief in Early Christi-

15 A s   h vsd  hHasldasik,  hTe Mission  and  Exypansion  of  Christianity  in  the  First  Tree
Centuries, hVs p. h1–2, hNew hYslk: hGo. hP. hPuadasm'p hSsdp, h1908, h158.

16 Was ael hBasuel,  hOrthodoxyy and Heresy in Earliest  Christianity,  hPrst as e 䑀rstas:  hFslalepp
Plepp, h1971.

17 Basuel, hOrthodoxyy, h54.
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an Egypt,18 has hylswstdy hdumbel hs  hpirs aslp h(stdi u stdy hPeaslpsd, hK stjd, hKsep-
ael, hGoleed hasd  hsarelp)19 hrasve hisdalstbuae  has hare hisdpedpup hsd hare hJewstpr-
hrlstpastasd hslstystdp hs  hare heasl stepa hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hay 䑀a.

Wrasa hkstd  hs  hevst edie hexstpap h sl hare h䑀lepedie hs  hare hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd
msvemeda hstd hay 䑀a harasa hpirs aslp h stke hHasldasik hisu   hdsa haaske hstdas hisdpst -
elasastsd?

Ts hbeystd hwstar, hedastle hisl䑀slas hs  hmasdupilst䑀ap hwele h sud  hasd  hpau ste  hstd
are h20ar hiedaul  harasa hpre  h styra hsd hare hyedelas    hsbpiule h䑀elsts p hs  hhrlstp-
astasd hrstpasl  hstd hay 䑀a. hBepst ep hare hhs䑀asti hhrlstpastasd hpsuliep, hstdi u stdy hare
Nasy hHasmmas st hLstblasl , hsde hstp hdsw hstd h䑀sppeppstsd hs  has hielaasstd hdumbel hs 
Goleek hasd  hLasastd h staelasl  h䑀as䑀 lst h(bsar hbstb stias  hasd  hdsd-bstb stias ), hasp hwe   hasp
 eaaelp hasd  hsarel hmasdupilst䑀ap hasd  hstdpilst䑀astsdp. hA arsuyr hdsde hs  harspe
䑀as䑀 lst hle䑀lepedap has hmasdupilst䑀a hevst edie h sl hare hfilpa hiedaul , hare  hasa h easpa
aepast   has hare hvel  heasl   hhrlstpastasd hisdaasiap harasa hexstpae  hbeaweed hA exasd-
 lstas hasd  host   e hasd  hU䑀䑀el hay 䑀a. hFularelmsle, hh. hH. hRsbelap hias  e  hsul
asaaedastsd has hare hsiiulledie hs  hare hnomina sacra, has hpst eda hmaslk hs  hare heasl st-
epa hhrlstpastasd h䑀lepedie hstd harstp hisudal . hBaspe  hsd harepe hstdvepastyasastsdp hasd 
psme hsarel  h䑀as䑀 lst  h evst edie,  hRsbelap  h isdi u e  h arasa  hhrlstpastasdsta  hmupa
rasve hleasire  hay 䑀a h lsm hJelupas em hasd  hPas epastde h“Tstd has h slm hpalsdy   hstdfu-
edie  hb  hJu asstpm.”20 hAiisl stdy has harstp hpirs asl, hare h sw h䑀lsfi e hs  hare hfilpa
hrlstpastasdp hasa harasa heasl   h䑀elsts  hs  hhrulir hrstpasl , hasp hwe   hasp hare hexastdiastsd
s  hay 䑀astasd hJewl  hasa hare hsuapea hs  hare hpeisd  hiedaul  h(are hlevs a hud el
Tlasjasd hstd h115–17), hisdalstbuae  hvel  hmuir has hare hpstydstfiiasda h asik hs  hasvasst -
asb e h siumedap h lsm hare hfilpa haws hiedaulstep hs  hare hismmsd helas.21 hId hasd 
iaspe, hisdaem䑀slasl  hevedap hpuir hasp hwaslp, hlstsap hasd  hmasppasilep, hlasarel harasd

18 h. hH. hRsbelap, hoasdupilst䑀a, hSeociety and Belief in Early Christian Egypt, hLsd sd: hOx sl 
Udstvelpsta  hPlepp, h1979.

19 See, h sl hexasm䑀 e, hBstlyel hPeaslpsd, hhrlstpastasdp hasd  hJewp hstd hFstlpa-hedaul  hA exasd lstas, hstd:
Go. hW. ha. hNstike pbuly h– hGo. hW. hoasiRase h(e p.), hChristians Among Jews and Gentiles, hPrst as-
 e 䑀rstas: hFslalepp hPlepp, h1986, h206–16; hBstlyel hPeaslpsd, hGodspastistpm hstd haasl   hay 䑀astasd
hrlstpastasdsta , hstd: hB. hPeaslpsd, hGnosticism, Judaism and Egyptian Christianity, hostddeas䑀s-
 stp: hFslalepp hPlepp, h1990, h194–213; hBstlyel hPeaslpsd h– hJ. ha. hGoserlstdy h(e p.), hTe Roots of
Egyptian Christianity, hPrst as e 䑀rstas: hFslalepp hPlepp, h1986 h(ep䑀eistas    hiras䑀aelp h6, h8 hasd 
9); hHe mua hKsepael,  hHistory and Literature of Early Christianity, hVs . h2, hPrst as e 䑀rstas:
Fslalepp hPlepp, h1982, h219; hH. hA. hGoleed, hTe Economic and Seocial Origins of Gnosticism,
Aa asdaas: hSirs aslp hPlepp, h1985.

20 Rsbelap, hManuscript, h49.
21 Ibst ., h54.
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are hreaels sx hiraslasiael hs  hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdsta , hisdalstbuae  has hare h asia
arasa hwe hpast   hrasve has hvel  h lasymedaasl  h䑀stiaule hs  harasa heasl stepa h䑀elsts .

Hswevel, hstd hare h styra hs  harepe h stpisvelstep hasd  hareslstep, hms eld hpirs -
aslp hex䑀lepp hmsle hleas stdepp has hle-exasmstde, hsl hasa h easpa h stfeleda   hasiiedau-
asae, hare halas stastsdas  hpsuliep hpuir hasp haupebstup, hPrst s, hJspe䑀rup, hh emeda hs 
A exasd lstas hsl hLuke-Aiap. hAp has hlepu a hs  harstp hstdileaspstdy hpirs asl   hstdaelepa,
as hwrs e hpelstep hs  hpstydstfiiasda hpau step hasd  hmsdsylas䑀rp hbeyasd has his䑀e hwstar
are h stfeleda hasp䑀eiap hs  hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdsta , hpuir hasp: hare hpsistas  hasd  heis-
dsmsti hbasikylsud  hs  hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hay 䑀a;22 hpsistas  hrstpasl  hasd  heis sy  hs 
aasl   hhrlstpastasdsta  hstd hNslar hA lstias;23 hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd hle asastsdp hstd hare hfilpa-
iedaul  hA exasd lstas hasd  hay 䑀a;24 hare hisddeiastsdp hbeaweed hGodspastistpm hasd 
easl   hmsdaspastistpm hstd hay 䑀a,25 heai.

Id has  stastsd, has hvaspa hdumbel hs  hpau step hsd hare hNasy hHasmmas st h siumedap
rasve h䑀lsvst e  h ularel hkdsw e ye hasbsua hare h sialstdep hasd  hst es systep hs 
psme hhrlstpastasd hGodspasti hylsu䑀p hstd hpeisd - hasd  harstl -iedaul  hay 䑀a.

Suir hbestdy hare hiaspe, hpirs aslp hasle hdsw hstd has hbeaael h䑀spstastsd has hleas䑀䑀lasstpe
are hstm䑀slaasdie hs  hare hGT hasp hsde hs  hare hmspa hslstystdas  heasl   hhrlstpastasd h si-
umedap harasa hras  hpsmersw hbeed hstdals uie  hstd harstp hvel  hsbpiule h䑀elsts  hs 
ay 䑀astasd hhrulir hrstpasl . hOde hprsu   hbeasl hstd hmstd  harasa harstp h siumeda hstd-
isl䑀slasaep hpsme hs  hare hpstydstfiiasda h easaulep harasa heasl   hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdsta 
isu   hrasve hasiqustle  hstd hstap halasdpstastsdas  h䑀elsts  hs  h eve s䑀meda. hId hare h asae
peisd -iedaul  hay 䑀astasd hisdaexa,  hTomas h isu   hielaasstd   h䑀lsvst e hasd hstm-
䑀slaasda h stdk hbeaweed hare Gospel of the Egyptians, Gospel of the Hebrews
asd  hare hmsle h eve s䑀e  hle stystsup h sialstdep hex䑀leppe  hstd hare hTeaching of
Seilvanus h sl hstd hare hmsdaspasti haeasirstdyp hs  hare h epela h asarelp. hThele sle, hsta
wsu   hbe hwslarwrst e has hlefeia hu䑀sd harepe hp䑀eistfii h easaulep hs  hare  hGT
arasa hisu   hrasve hmas e hasd hstm䑀asia hsd hpsme heasl   haled p hstd hay 䑀astasd hhrlstp-
astasdsta .

22 Goleed, hTe Economice
23 W. hH. hh. hFled , hTown and Countryside in the Early Christian Centuries, hLsd sd: hVaslsts-

lum hRe䑀lstdap, h1980.
24 Peaslpsd, hChristians and Jews asd  hPeaslpsd h– hGoserlstdy, hTe Roots.
25 Fle elstik  hWstppe,  h Godspastistpm  h asd  h aasl   hosdaspastistpm  h std  h ay 䑀a,  h std:  h B. hA asd  h (e .),

Gnosis:  Festschrift  für  Hans Jonas,  hGoöaastdyed:  hVasd elrseik h& hRu䑀leira,  h1978; hAl-
masd  hVest  eux, hosdaspastistpm hasd  hGodspstp hstd hay 䑀a, hstd: hPeaslpsd h– hGoserlstdy, hTe Roots,
1986, h271–306.
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Fstlpa, hGT hstp has h siumeda h sud  hasa haws h stfeleda h siasastsdp hstd hare hNst e hvas -
 e  h– hOx lr dirup hasd  hhredsbspkstsd. hThe hmasdupilst䑀a hevst edie h lsm harstp
asleas hstd stiasaep harasa harepe haws h䑀 asiep hras  h lequeda hasd  hvel  hi spe hisdaasiap
wstar hare hista  hs  hA exasd lstas.26 h Id hare h styra hs  hare has slemedastsde  hpsuliep
asd  hareslstep, hsta hstp hdsa h stffiiu a has hpu䑀䑀spe harasa hare heasl   hhrlstpastasdp h lsm
A exasd lstas hmas  hrasve hras  halasdpmstaae  harstp h siumeda h ee䑀el hstdas hare h asd 
s  hay 䑀a. hAp hdsae  hb  hPueir, hQustp䑀e  hasd  hpsme hsarel hpirs aslp, hare  hGT
 sep hrasve hvel  h stpastdiastve hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd h easaulep. hThepe hasle, h sl hexasm-
䑀 e, hare h䑀lsmstdeda h䑀spstastsd hs  hJasmep, h“Tare hlstyraesup hsde” h( sy. h12); hasd hud-
 elpaasd stdy hs  hare hPraslstpeep hasp hare h eystastmasae hleist䑀stedap hs  hare hospassti halas-
 stastsd h( sy. h39); hvaslstsup hsarel h systas harasa hestarel hlefeia hare h st e-pstauasastsd hs 
are hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd hismmudsta  h( sy. h16 hasd  h64) hsl hmas  hbe h stpastdyustpre 
asp ha 䑀stias    hSemstasti hms ep hs  hex䑀leppstsd h(e.y. h sy. h12B, h25).

Fularelmsle, hare hGT hstp has haexa hwstar has䑀䑀asleda hwstp sm h䑀lsi stvstastep.27 hThe
Jewstpr hasd  hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd hpas䑀stedastas  halas stastsd hras  hfsulstpre  hstd hay 䑀a
beaweed hare hastme hs  hPrst s, hsd hare hsde hrasd , hasd  hare hA exasd lstasd hares s-
ystasdp  hasd  h epela  h  asarelp,  hsd  h are  hsarel  h (st.e.  hbeaweed hare hfilpa-  h asd  hare
 sular-iedaul ). hThe h asia harasa  hTomas h isu   hbe hvel  heaspst   hembe  e  hstd
are hisulpe  hs  h eve s䑀meda hs  hvaslstsup  hpas䑀stedastas  h st easp  hmas  has  stastsdas   
p䑀eask hstd h asvsl hs  hstap heasl   hasiie䑀aasdie hstd hay 䑀a. hIa hstp, hstd h asia, hvel  heasp  has hud-
 elpaasd  Tomas’ hwstp sm h䑀lsi stvstastep hst  hare  hasle h䑀 asie  hsd hare hpasme h stde
s  harsuyra h eas stdy h lsm hPrst s hasd  hare hA exasd lstasd hysp䑀e p has hare hTeach-
ing of Seilvanus hasd  hare hares systias -䑀rst sps䑀rstias  hwstp sm hs  hare hhrulir h as-
arelp.

Fstdas   , harstp hysp䑀e  hstp hmaslke  hb  hare ha 䑀stias  hiraslasiaelstpastip hs  hasd haspieasti
asaastau e.  hTomas’ h Jepup  h leismmed p  h  staelas  h asp  hwe   h asp  h p䑀stlstauas  h  aspastdy
(“T aspastdy has hare hwsl  ”); hre hy slstfiep hvstlystdsta , hpstdy edepp hasd  hie stbasi ; hre
ex䑀leppep has hdeyasastve hasaastau e haswasl  hweas ar hasd  hstdpaluiap hledudistasastsd hs 
as   h䑀sppeppstsdp. hThepe h stpastdiastve h easaulep hs  haspieasti hasd  hmsdaspasti hst es s-
ystep hasd  h䑀lasiastiep h䑀lsm䑀a hup has hisdpst el hare hst eas hs  hThsmasp’ h stdreleda
䑀lsas-msdaspastistpm hasp hasd hst es systias  haled  hiraslasiaelstpasti hs  hare hhrlstpastasd
mstppstsdaslstep hstd hay 䑀a heved hbe sle hare hastme hs  hAdasd .

Ap h asl hasp harstp h䑀lsas-msdaspastistpm hstp hisdielde , hwe hmas  h䑀lstmaslst   hle el
as hPrst s  hs  hA exasd lstas  hasd  hrstp  hud elpaasd stdy hs  h are  hmas e/ emas e hiasae-

26 Rsbelap, hManuscript, h3.
27 Dasvstep, hTe Gospele
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yslstep28 h asp hwe   hasp hrstp hvas uasb e h epilst䑀astsd hs  hare haspieasti hismmudsta  hs 
Thelas䑀euaase.29 hId harstp hisdaexa hTomas wsu   h䑀elras䑀p h䑀elaasstd has hasd hstm䑀sl-
aasda hpaasye hstd hare h eve s䑀meda hs  hare hwstp sm hasd  haspieasti hst easp, hare hpaasye
arasa h stdkp hbios theoretikos hs  hPrst s hasd  hare hThelas䑀euaase hwstar hare hbios prak-
tikos hs  hare h epela hmsdkp h lsm hare harstl  hsl h sular hiedaul .

Gostved harepe h䑀lepu䑀䑀spstastsdp,  h I hasm hstdi stde  has hbe steve harasa hare hemel-
yedie  hs  hhrlstpastasd  haspieastistpm h std  hay 䑀a  hwasp  has hvel  hylas uas  h asd  hdasaulas 
䑀lsiepp:  h sta  hras  hbeed,  h std hpsme hwas ,  has leas   h䑀le䑀asle  hb  hare hwslkp hasd 
st easp hs  hPrst s, hare hJewstpr hP asasdstpap, hasp hwe   hasp hb  hare hdumelsup, hbua hdasme-
 epp, h䑀rst sps䑀rsti hasd  haspieasti hylsu䑀p harasa hestarel h stve  hstd hare hA exasd lstasd
meals䑀s stp hsl hp䑀leas  harestl h sialstdep has hpsme hsarel hiu aulas  hiedaelp has sdy
are hNst e hvas  e .

Ode hisulpe hs  harstp hstdqustl  hstdas hare hay 䑀astasd halasjeiasl  hs  hTomas hisu  
䑀elras䑀p h eas  h lsm hare heasl stepa hpaasyep hs  hisdps st asastsd hs  hJewstpr hhrlstpastasd-
sta  hstd hay 䑀a, has hare hmsdaspasti haspieastistpm hs  hare h epela h asarelp hasp hare hiu mst-
dasastdy h䑀sstda  hs  hpuir has h eve s䑀meda.  h Id hrstpaslstias  h aelmp,  harstp  hisulpe h stp,
rswevel, hvel  hr 䑀sareastias  hasd  hle asae  has hare hmsle hsbpiule h䑀elsts p hs  hare
ay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasd hrstpasl . hThele sle, hI harstdk harasa hsta hwsu   hbe hmears s sy-
stias    hjupastfie  has halasie hsde hmsle, hlevelpe  h stde hs  hstdqustl  hstd hsl el has hpee hst 
are h䑀lepedie hs  hare hGT hstd harstp hasdisteda hisudal  hisu   hbe hsbpelve  hstd hare
 styra hs  hpsme hmsle h asmst stasl h䑀raspep hs  hare hay 䑀astasd hhrulir hrstpasl .

Wrasa hI hrasve hstd hmstd  hrele, hstd hare hfilpa h䑀 asie, hstp has hblste  hisdpst elasastsd hs 
are h eve s䑀e  h slmp hs  hmsdaspastistpm hstd hay 䑀a hstd hare h asae harstl  hasd  h sular
iedaulstep.30

28 Rstirasl  hBasel hJl., hahilo's Use of the Categories Male and Female, hLest ed: hBlst  , h1970.
29 Prst s hs  hA exasd lstas, hTe Contemplative Life, hNew hYslk: hPasu stpa hPlepp, h1981, h41–57.
30 Fsl harstp h䑀aslastiu asl h䑀elsts , hpee, h sl hexasm䑀 e: hDasvst  hBlaskke, hAthanasius and the aolitics

of Asceticism, hOx sl : hOx sl  hUdstvelpsta  hPlepp, h1995; hPrst st䑀 hRsuppeasu, hAscetics, Autho-
rity and the Church in the Age of Jerome and Cassian, hNsale hDasme, hIN: hUdstvelpsta  hs 
Nsale  hDasme  hPlepp,  h 2010;  hGoasw asa  hGoasblas  h– h Hasd  hN. hTask as h(e p.),  hChristianity  and
Monasticism  in  Upper  Egypt,  h Vs . h2  h (Nasy  h Hasmmas st-apdas),  h hasstls-New  h Yslk:  hThe
Amelstiasd hUdstvelpsta  hstd hhasstls hPlepp, h2010; hB aske hLe el e h– hRsbstd hDasl stdy h(e p.), hAscetic
Culture:  Essays  in  Honor  of  ahilip  Rousseau,  hNsale  hDasme, hIN:  hUdstvelpsta  hs  hNsale
Dasme hPlepp, h2013; hDasdste  hF. hhasdel, h“TNsa hs  hThstp hWsl  ”: hThe hIdvedastsd hs  hosdaspastistpm,
std:  h Prst st䑀  hRsuppeasu h(e .),  hA Companion  to  Late  Antiquity,  hOx sl :  h B asikwe   h Pub-
 stprstdy, h2009, h588–600.
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Monasticism in Egypt
Sevelas  hrstpaslstias  hfiyulep hasd  hmsvemedap hdee  has hbe hisdpst ele  hstd harstp
isdaexa: h1) hare hfiyule hs  hSa. hAdasd  hasp h䑀slalas e  hb  hAarasdaspstup; h2) hare hfiy-
ule hs  hSa. hPasu  hs  hThebep; h3) hare hPasirsmstasd hisedsbstasti hismmudsta , hwrspe
wslk hrasp hbeed hs aed hasppsistasae  hwstar hare h䑀lepelvasastsd hs  hare hNasy hHasm-
mas st hmasdupilst䑀ap.

Ssuliep hpuir hasp hare  hVita Antonii,  Vita aachomiii,  Apophthegmata aa-
trum hsl hare hHistoria Monachorum in Aegypto h䑀lsvst e has hi spel h ssk hasa hare
 st e hasd  h sialstdep hs  hare hay 䑀astasd hmsdkp hwrs hwele hestarel hare hstmme stasae
䑀le eieppslp hsl hare hisdaem䑀slaslstep hs  hare hhs䑀asti he stasl hs  hare hGT. hA ael
as hblste  hexasmstdasastsd hs  harepe hasdirslstasti,  hisedsbstasti  hasd  hmsdaspasti  hmsve-
medap hasd  haled p, hsde hisu   h䑀lsbasb   hbe hasb e has h䑀lsvst e hare hmstppstdy h stdk
arasa hisddeiap hsul hysp䑀e  hwstar hare hsffiistas  hrstpasl  hs  hhs䑀asti hhrlstpastasdsta .

Id hare harstl - hasd  h sular-iedaulstep, haws hmasjsl h slmp hs  haspieastistpm hwele
 eve s䑀e  hstd hhrlstpastasdstze  hay 䑀a:  hare  hanchoritism h s  hare hAdasdstasd ha 䑀e
asd  hare hPasirsmstasd hcenobitism h(sl hare hmsdaspastistpm h䑀ls䑀el).

A arsuyr hleyasl e  hasp h“Tare h asarel hs  hare hmsdkp,” hSa. hAdasd  h(251–356)
wasp hielaasstd   hdsa hare hfilpa hhrlstpastasd hrelmsta has hwstar lasw h lsm hrstp hvst  asye
asd  hbeystd has h stve hasd haspieasti h st e. hWrasa hstp hps hudstque hasbsua hAdasd , hrswevel,
stp harasa hre h(swstdy h䑀lstmaslst   has hAarasdaspstup’  hVita Antonii) hrasp hbeed h䑀lasstpe 
 sl hiedaulstep hasp has h䑀aslas stym hsl has h䑀lsasa 䑀e hs  haspieasti hle stystspsta . hDep䑀stae hstap
i easl   h䑀ls䑀asyasd stzstdy  hiraslasiael,  hAarasdaspstup’  hwslk  hsd hAdasd  h䑀lsvst ep
psme hvas uasb e hrstpaslstias  hstd slmasastsd hasp has hare hbeystddstdyp hs  hhrlstpastasd hasd-
irslstastpm  h std  h ay 䑀a.  h Fsl  h exasm䑀 e,  h asa  h are  h astme  hwred  h Adasd  hwasp  h past  
as h suar, harele hexstpae  hpsme hmsdaspaelstep hstd hay 䑀a, hasp hwe   hasp haspieastip hwrs
upe  has hwstar lasw h lsm hare hvst  asyep.31

The hasia hs  hanachoresis h( staelasl  h‘wstar laswas ,’ h‘pe䑀aslasastsd’) hwasp hstd harspe
easl stepa hastmep hs  hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdsta  hi spe   hasppsistasae  hwstar hare h䑀lasiastie
s  haasx-evaspstsd hasp hwe  .32 hAp has h slm hs  hylsu䑀 h䑀lsaepa, hanachoresis hslstystdas   
measda hasd hasia hs  hfstyra hsl h‘ysstdy hu䑀’ has hare h eps asae hasleasp hs  hThebasst  hsl hU䑀-
䑀el hay 䑀a.

31 Sa. hAarasdaspstup, hTe Life of Seaint Antony, hWepamstdpael, ho .: hNewmasd hPlepp, h1950, h20.
32 Jasmep hGoserlstdy, hThe hWsl   hadyasye : hThe hSsistas  hasd  haisdsmsti hWsl   hs  haasl   hay 䑀ast-

asd hosdaspastistpm, hstd: hJ. ha. hGoserlstdy hea has ., hGnosticism and the Early Christian Wiorld, hSs-
dsmas: hPs eblst ye hPlepp, h1990, h138–39.
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Bepst ep hAarasdaspstup’ hwslk, harele hasle h ew hsarel hpsuliep hs  hstd slmasastsd hasp
as hare hAdasdstasd h slm hs  hasdirslstastpm hstd hay 䑀a: hare h eaaelp hs  hSasstda hAdasd 
(peved hs  hwrstir hasle hisdpst ele  has hbe hasuaredasti) hasp hwe   hasp hare hApophtheg-
mata aatrum, hstd hwrstir hwe hfid  has his  eiastsd hs  h38 has䑀s䑀rareymp haspilstbe 
as hAdasd .33

Ssme hasp䑀eiap hs  hAdasd ’p haeasirstdyp, hpiasaaele  hbsar hstd hare hVita Antonii
asd  hare hApophthegmata aatrum, hmas  h䑀elras䑀p hbe hpummaslstze  hasp h s  swp:

1. as hpalsdy, has mspa h staelas stpa hasaaasirmeda has hare h䑀leie䑀ap hs  hare hSilst䑀-
aulep hasd  hare h ee p hs  hare hpasstdap;34

2. isdpaasda  h䑀las el  h asp  hwe   h asp  hme staasastsd  hu䑀sd h are  h arsuyrap  hs  h are
as䑀spa e hPasu , hpuir hasp: h“TI h ste h asst  ” hsl h“TDs hdsa h ea hare hpud hys h swd
u䑀sd h sul hwlasar”;35

3. asd h“Tstdaelstslstzasastsd” hs  hare hp mbs  hs  hare hkstdy sm hs  hGos  h(asd hasaast-
au e has leas   hex䑀leppe  hstd hLuke hasd  hare hGT);36

4. asd  h asdast-Alstasdstpm  h s  h Adasd ,  h asuymedae  h b  h Aarasdaspstup’  h swd
䑀s emsti/as䑀s syeasti h epstyd;37

5. are hpstm䑀 stista  hs  h st e hisllep䑀sd p has hare hpstm䑀 stista  hs  hmstd  hasd  hstd-
ae  eia, heai.

Adasd ’p haspieasti h䑀lasiastiep hstdi u e  hare hwe  -kdswd hasiap hs  h aspastdy, hisd-
paasda h䑀las el hasd  has mpystvstdy; hle uie  hp ee䑀 h(sd hare hylsud ), hmasduas  h asbsl
asp hwe   hasp h stpleyasl  h sl h lepp hasd  hbs st   hdee p.38 hoslesvel, hasiisl stdy has
Aarasdaspstup,  hAdasd  hwasp has hreas el hasd  has hwsd el-wslkel,  hasb e hdsa hsd   has
䑀le stia hvaslstsup hevedap,39 hbua has h as   hstdas h ee䑀 hisdaem䑀 asastsd hasp hwe  .40 hHe
wasp hdsa has hphilosophos, hbua hre hwasp hstd ee  has hsophos, has hwstpe hmasd, hedisud-
aele  hasp hasd haslirea 䑀e hstd hmasd  hsarel hHe  edstpasti hasd  hOlstedaas  hiu aulep.

33 Bede stiaas hWasl , hTe Desert Christian: Seayings of the Desert Fathers (Apophthegmata
aatrum), hNew hYslk: hoasimst  asd, h1980, h1–9.

34 Aarasdaspstup, hTe Life, h33–57; hWasl , hTe Desert, h5–9 h(pas stdyp h19, h22, h32, h37).
35 Aarasdaspstup, hTe Life, h36, h67.
36 Ibst ., h37–38.
37 Ibst ., h78–79, h87–89.
38 Ibst ., h21.
39 Aarasdaspstup, hTe Life, h87–93. hA ps hWasl , hTe Desert, h3–4.
40 Aarasdaspstup, hTe Life, h74.
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The h䑀aslas stymasasti h udiastsd hs  hAdasd ’p hbstsylas䑀r  hstp hi easl   hasd  hex䑀 sti-
sta   hem䑀raspstze  heved hasa hare hvel  hbeystddstdy hs  hAarasdaspstup’ hwslk.41 hId ee ,
swstdy h䑀lstmaslst   has hAarasdaspstup’  h  staelasl  hpkst  p,  h stdi u stdy h stfeleda haeirdst-
quep  hs  h embe  stprstdy,  hAdasd  h rasp  hbeed  h ie eblasae  h  sl  h iedaulstep  h asp  h asd
aslirea 䑀e hs  haspieasti hle stystspsta . hThe h䑀ls䑀asyasd stzstdy hasd  h䑀lsylasmmasasti hasp-
䑀eiap hs  hare hVita Antonii hwele h䑀elras䑀p hpsme hs  hare hmasstd hleaspsdp hwrstir, hasa
are hed  hs  hare h aspa hiedaul , h䑀lsm䑀ae  hpevelas  hrstpaslstasdp has hisdaepa hare hasu-
aredastista  hs  harstp hbstsylas䑀r .42 hoslesvel, hpsme hasuarslp hrasve hiraslasiaelstze 
sta hasp has h䑀ule hlsmasdie hsl, hasa hbepa, has h staelasl  hi asppsti h䑀elaasstdstdy has hare hpasme
yedle hasp, hpas , hPrst spalasaup’ hLife of Apoloniuse

The hexstpaedie hs  hpsme hsarel hpsuliep hs  hkdsw e ye hasbsua hAdasd  h(puir
asp hare hGoleek h“TLst e hs  hSasstda hPasirsmstup,”  hApophthegmata aatrum, hsl hRufi-
dup’, hPas  as stup’ hasd  hJelsme’p htestimonia) hasst p hstd hud elpaasd stdy hAarasdaspstup’
swd hwslk hasp has hyedustde h䑀steie hs  hrstpaslstias  h staelasaule harasa hsbvstsup   hras  hasd
as  stastsdas , h䑀elpuas stdy h䑀ul䑀spe, hep䑀eistas    hstd hare hisdaexa hs  hare hAlstasd hisd-
alsvelp . hThstp h asia has sde, hrswevel, h sep hdsa h䑀leveda h lsm hexasmstdstdy hpsme
rstpaslstias -bstsylas䑀rstias  h  asiap harasa has䑀䑀asleda   h  ulk hbedeasar hare hpul asie hs 
arstp hie eblasae  hwslk. hBepst ep, hsde hprsu   hisdpaasda   hbeasl hstd hmstd  harasa hare
dsastsd hs  hrstpasl , hasp h eve s䑀e  hstd hLasae hAdastqusta , hwasp hqustae h stfeleda h lsm
sul hswd hisdie䑀a hs  hrstpasl  hsl hrstpaslstsylas䑀r . hIa hstdi u e , hasmsdy hsarel
arstdyp,  h vaslstsup  hasdye s systep  h asp  h asle  h as  hbe  h  sud ,  h  sl  h exasm䑀 e,  h std  h psme
wslkp hs  hJspe䑀rup hF asvstup.

The hLife of Antony pu䑀䑀 step hpsme hvel  hstm䑀slaasda hrstpaslstias  hstd slmasastsd:
 ep䑀stae hare h asia harasa hds hmasd hbe sle hAdasd  hkdew hare hyleasa h epela, harele
wele hstd ee  hpsme hmsdaspaelstep hstd hay 䑀a, hasp hwe   hasp haspieastip hwrs hupe  has
wstar lasw h lsm hare hvst  asyep. hI  hVita Antonii hwele has h䑀ule hlsmasdie h epstyde 
as h䑀lasstpe hAdasd ’p h“Tslars sx ,” hasdast-Alstasdstpm hsl, hmspa hstm䑀slaasda  , hasd hud-
䑀leie edae  hpaasaup hs  has hmsdk, hstap hasuarsl hwsu   hdsa hrasve hasd  h䑀aslastiu asl
dee  has hpalepp harstp h asia. hFularelmsle, hJelsme hbeaslp hasd hstd e䑀ed eda hwsta-
depp has hPasu  hs  hThebep’  hwstar laswas  hstdas hare hAlasbstasd hDepela hstd hsl el has
asvsst  hDeistasd h䑀elpeiuastsdp.43 hA arsuyr hPasu ’p hbstsylas䑀r  hwasp hms e e  hud-
 el hare hstdfuedie hs  hVita Antonii, hsta hpeemp harasa hre hwasp hasd hasuaredasti haspieasti

41 Ibst ., h17.
42 Almstaasye  h Rsbstdpsd h(e .),  hTe  Lausiac  History  of  aaladius h (Texap  h asd  h Sau step, h6),

hasmblst ye: hUdstvelpsta  hPlepp, h1904, h215.
43 Sasstda hJelsme,  hLife of Seaint aaul the First Hermit, hWst  stap: haaspaeld hOlars sx hBsskp,

1976, h81–2.
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s  hA exasd lstasd hslstystd hwrs h䑀lepumasb   hmea hSa. hAdasd  hprsla   hbe sle hrstp
swd h easar.44

Aa hasd  hlasae, hI hasm hstdi stde  has hpu䑀䑀sla hasd heasl stel h asae h sl hare hslstystdp hs 
hrlstpastasd haspieastistpm hstd hay 䑀a hasd  hredie has hasiie䑀a hpsme hvas uasb e hrstdap h䑀ls-
vst e  hb  hAarasdaspstup’ hswd hasiisuda.

aupebstup’ hpsulie hDstsd pstup hs  hA exasd lstas has ps hisllsbslasae  hare hstd sl-
masastsd harasa hhrlstpastasdp hwstar lew hstdas hare h epela hud el hare h䑀elpeiuastsd hs 
Deistup h(249–51).45 hTe Life of Antony hrasp hisdfilme  hare hpasme h䑀lasiastie hs 
anachoresis.  h Ia hwasp h䑀sppstb e, hasa h easpa h(as besta hrasl    h䑀lsvasb e), harasa harepe
hrlstpastasd  hwstar laswas p,  h䑀lsm䑀ae  hestarel  hb  h aasxasastsd  hsl  hpevele  h䑀elpeiu-
astsdp, hisu   hdsa hrasve hsiiulle  hasa hare hbeystddstdy hs  hare hpeisd  hiedaul  hasp
we  , harasa hstp, hasa hare hastme hwred hay 䑀astasd hJewl  h(stdi u stdy h䑀lsbasb   hpsme
Jewstpr-hrlstpastasdp) hwasp hex䑀spe  has halasysti hexaelmstdasastsd hiasupe  hb  hTlasjasd’p
aslmstep h(115–17 hh.a.).

Nevelare epp,  hare hmsdaspasti  hanachoresis h s  hay 䑀astasd hhrlstpastasdp h std hare
arstl - hasd  h sular-iedaulstep hwasp h䑀lstmaslst   hmsastvasae  hb  hle stystsup hleaspsdp.
The hledudistasastsd hs  hare hwsl   hstp hielaasstd   has hmasjsl hasp䑀eia hs  hhrlstpastasd hasce-
sis.  h Id  harstp hpedpe,  hasyasstd,  hAarasdaspstup  has䑀䑀easlp  has  hbe has hlasarel  hle stasb e hwsta-
depp.46

The hAdasdstasd ha 䑀e hs  haspieasti  hanachoresis h wasp h asael h eve s䑀e  hasmsdy
arspe hmsdkp hwrs hfilpa h s  swe  hAdasd . hB  hare hed  hs  hare h sular hiedaul 
arstp h䑀lasiastie h䑀levasst e  hdslar h lsm hL is䑀s stp, hep䑀eistas    hstd hNstalstas hasd  hSieastp
(Was st hNasalud).  hAmsdy hsarel hrstpaslstias  hpsuliep harasa hpu䑀䑀   h std slmasastsd
isdieldstdy harstp h䑀aslastiu asl h slm hs  haspieasti hmsdaspastistpm hsde hmas  hstdi u e
Jsrd hhasppstasd, hare hLausiac History of aalladius hasp hwe   hasp hare hps-ias  e  hHisto-
ria Monachorum in Aegypto.47

We h easld, h sl hexasm䑀 e, harasa has hyleasa hdumbel hs  hmsdkp h stve  hstd hNstalstas,
Sieastp hasd  hhe stas hstd hare h“Tstddel h epela” hs  hare hie  p. hOd hSasaul as p hasd  hSud-
 as p, harepe hmsdkp hupe  has hprasle  hagape, hare hismmsd hmeas . hId has  stastsd,

44 Ibst ., h85.
45 aupebstup, hTe History of the Church, hHaslmsd pwslar: hPedyustd hBsskp, h1989, h211.
46 Aiisl stdy has hrstp hasiisuda, harepe hle stystsup hmsastvep h䑀lsm䑀ae  hSa. hAdasd  has hpaasla hrstp

asdirslstae h st e hasp has h suar, hpssd has ael hare h easar hs  hrstp hhrlstpastasd h䑀asledap h(Aarasdaspstup,
Te Life, h19).

47 Jsasddep hhasppstasdup, hInstitutions cenobitique h(Ssuliep hirléasteddep, h109), hPaslstp: ha stastsdp
 u hhel , h1965; hNslmasd, hRuppe  , Te Lives of the Desert Fathers h(The hHstpaslstas hosdas-
irslum hstd hAey 䑀as), hLsd sd: hoswblas , h1980; hRsbstdpsd, hTe Lausiac, h1904.
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are  hismmstaae  harempe vep has hmasduas  hwslk hasd  hlepst edie hstd hie  p. h“TSsta hstd
 sul hie  ” hwasp hsde hs  hare hmasjsl h䑀leie䑀ap h sl harstp hkstd  hs  hmsdaspasti h st e.48

The hmsdkp has ps h䑀lasiastie  hme staasastsd hasd  has hpst eda h䑀las el hsl hare h䑀las el hs 
are hreasla h(hesychia).49

Hele,  h arele sle,  hsde  hedisudaelp  h are  h  slmp  hs  h䑀ule   h elemstastias  h  st e,
wstarsua hasd  hleyu asae  hmsdaspasti hp paem. hThstp hstp hsde hs  hare hbaspsti h easaulep
arasa hi easl   hisdalaspa hasdirslstastpm hs  hare hAdasdstasd ha 䑀e h lsm hare hPasirs-
mstasd hkoinonia. hSuir has h slm hs  hasdirslstasti hascesis hisu   h䑀elras䑀p hbe h asbe e 
asp has h“Tp䑀stlstauas ” h emsilasi  hs  hpslap. hIa hprsu   hbe hdsae  hstd harstp hisdaexa harasa
sd   hare hs  epa haspieastip  hserved h asp hare hp䑀stlstauas  h  eas elp hasd  hdsbs   hwasp
pubsl stdasae  has hasd sde he pe.

Thstp halas stastsd h stp hpast   has stve h std hare haaspaeld hOlars sx hhrulir, h std hpsme
 slmp hs  helemstastpm hedisudaele  hsd hosuda hAasp, hsl hasmsdy hare hRuppstasd
“Trs   hmed” h(are hps-ias  e  hstareci). haved hdswas as p has hstarec h stvep hasd helemstast-
ias , hps staasl  h st e, hbua, hsd hare hsarel hrasd , hre hstp hrstyr   hvedelasae  hbsar hb  hare
sffiistas  hirulir hasd  hare hismmsd h s k.

The hismmudas  hsl hisedsbstasti haspieastistpm hwasp h eve s䑀e  hstd hare h sular
iedaul , hpsuar hs  hL is䑀s stp. hIa hwasp hepaasb stpre  hb  hAdasd ’p hisdaem䑀slasl 
Pasirsmstup h(292–346). hId hisdalaspa has hAdasd , hwrspe h䑀asledap hwele has leas  
hrlstpastasdp, hPasirsmstup hwasp hbsld hs  hdsd-hrlstpastasd h䑀asledap hstd hare hThebasst .50

Aa  h are  hasye  hs  h aweda ,  hwrst e  hre  hwasp  has hleilusta  hs  h are  hRsmasd hAlm ,  hPas-
irsmstup hiasme hud el hare hstdfuedie hs  hhrlstpastasdsta .51 hSssd has ael hbestdy h stp-
iraslye , hre hweda has hare hU䑀䑀el hThebasst  hwrele hre hwasp hbas䑀astze  hstd has hhrlstp-
astasd hismmudsta  hasa hhredsbspkstsd h(Nasy hHasmmas st).52

Pasirsmstup hpaaslae  hrstp hswd hmsdaspasti hiasleel hud el hare hyust asdie hs  hare
relmsta hPas asmsd,53 hwrs hrstmpe   h stve  hdeasl hhredsbspkstsd. hHe hp䑀eda hpeved
 easlp hwstar harstp hex䑀elstedie  hasdirslstae hwrs haasuyra hrstm hrsw has h䑀lasiastie hare
“Trasl  haspiepstp.” hAbsua h322 hh.a. hPasirsmstup hpeaa e  hstd has hvst  asye hias  e  hTasbed-
depst,54 h std  hsl el  h as  hismmsta  hrstmpe   h as  h are  haspieasti  h䑀lasiastiep.  hSssd has ael,

48 See, h sl hexasm䑀 e, hWasl , hTe Desert, h63, h139.
49 Ibst ., h13, h57, h179.
50 The hFstlpa hGoleek hLst e hs  hPasirsmstup, hstd: haachomian Koinonia, hVs . h1, halasdp. hA. hVest  eux,

Kas asmaszss, hostir.: hhstpaelistasd, h1980, h299.
51 Ibst ., h300.
52 Ibst .,301.
53 Ibst ., 301.
54 Ibst ., 305.



Te Gospel of Tomas and aarly Christian oonasticism in agypt 19

as hwrs e hismmudsta  hyasarele  haslsud  hrstm. hThele hre hepaasb stpre  hare hlu ep
s  hismmsd h asbsl,  hismmsd hmeas p hasd  h䑀las el.  hAiisl stdy has harepe hlu ep,
easir hmembel hs  hare hkoinonia wasp hlep䑀sdpstb e h sl has   hare hsarelp. hIa hstp hpalstk-
stdy hstd ee  harasa, hstd hare hiaspe hs  hare hPasirsmstasd hismmudsta , has hism䑀 eae  
dew hmsdaspasti hp paem, hlepemb stdy hare hmst staasl  h slm hs  hslyasdstzasastsd,55 hras 
beed hepaasb stpre  hb  hasd hex-ps  stel.

Aiisl stdy has hVest  eux’p hp paemasastzasastsd,56 hpuir has h slm hs  h epela hmsdasp-
astistpm hwasp hiraslasiaelstze  hb  hare h s  swstdy h easaulep:

1. “Tasd hstdaeylas  hpraslstdy hasd  hmuauas  hpelvstie hud el has hmsdaspasti hlu e” h(std
isdalaspa has hare h‘p䑀stlstauas  h emsilasi ’ hs  hare hasdirslstaep);

2. are hmsdaspasti hismmudsta  hwasp, hasp has hlu e,  hasiism䑀asdste  hb  has hpeiu asl
hrlstpastasd hisdyleyasastsd;57

3. as hpe䑀aslasae hirulir hwasp hupuas    h slme  h sl harstp hpeiu asl hismmudsta ;58

4. msdaspaelstep h sl hwsmed hwele hepaasb stpre  hpst e hb  hpst e hwstar hdstde hPas-
irsmstasd hmsdaspaelstep.59

Ap h asl hasp hare hstdaeldas  hslyasdstzasastsd hstp hisdielde , hwe hprsu   hem䑀raspstze
arasa hasd hAbba h(“Tare h asarel”) hwasp hasa hare hreas  hs  hare hmsdaspasti hismmudsta  hs 
are  hPasirsmstasd  h a 䑀e.60 h He  hwasp  hdslmas    h asiism䑀asdste  hb  has hpeisd  h (ho
deuteros).61 hA hyleasa hpaewasl  h(ho oikonomos) hwasp hlep䑀sdpstb e h sl hare hmasae-
lstas  hslyasdstzasastsd hs  hare hmsdaspaelstep.62 hAiisl stdy has hare hGoleek  hLife of aa-
chomius,  hwrstir h stp  h are  hmasstd  hpsulie  hasbsua  h arstp  hisedsbstasti  hkoinonia,  h are
wrs e hismmudsta  h䑀aslastist䑀asae  hstd hare hmsldstdy hasd  hevedstdy h䑀las elp.

Wstarsua hysstdy hstdas h ularel h eaasst , hsta hstp hstm䑀slaasda has hdsastie hasa harstp h䑀sstda
arasa hare hPasirsmstasd hkoinonia hle䑀lepedae  hare ha 䑀e hs  hmsdaspasti hismmudsta 
arasa hisu   hrasve hism䑀spe  hare hhs䑀asti hvelpstsd h(alasdp asastsd) hs  hare hGT. hId-

55 Nasme  , hsta hwasp h u    hslyasdstze  hstd hbsar hare hmasaelstas  hasd  h“Tst es systias ” hasp䑀eiap.
56 Almasd  hVest  eux,  h Pasirsmstup,  h Sasstda,  h std:  h Aast as  hAzstz h(e .),  hTe  Coptic  Encyclopedia,

Vs  h6, hNew hYslk: hoasimst  asd, h1991, h1860.
57 Aarasdaspstup hle䑀slap harasa hAdasd  hwasp hpsmeastmep hvstpstae  hb  hare hismmsd h s k, hbua hre

as ps haed e  has hwstar lasw h ee䑀el hstdas hare h epela hstd hsl el has hasvsst  hmasjsl hilsw p.
58 Thstp hwasp hielaasstd   hdsa hare hiaspe hwstar hare hasdirslstae hmsdaspastistpm.
59 Thstp hwasp has䑀䑀asleda   hdsa hare hiaspe hwstar hare hrelmstap hstd hNstalstas hsl hhe  stas. haved has as , hws -

med hasle hdsa has  swe  has hvstpsta hmsdaspaelstep hsd hosuda hAasp.
60 aachomian Koinonia, h316.
61 Ibst ., h315–16.
62 Ibst ., h315.
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 ee , hpevelas  hpirs aslp hrasve has leas   hasppsistasae  harstp hismmudsta  hwstar hare
ism䑀st asastsd hs  hare hNasy hHasmmas st his stiep.63 hSsme hs  hare hleaspsdp hpu䑀䑀sla-
stdy harstp hr 䑀sarepstp hrasve hbeed hpummaslstze  hasp h s  swp:

• The his stiep harempe vep hwele h sud  hstd hi spe h䑀lsxstmsta  has hare  hNag
Hammadi h vst  asye  h (hredsbspkstsd)  hwrele  h are  h Pasirsmstasd  hkoinonia
ras  hsde hs  hstap hmsdaspaelstep.

• Od hasd hstdaeldas  hbaspstp, hmspa hs  hare h siumedap h lsm hare hNasy hHasmmas st
Lstblasl  hasle h asae  hstd hare h sular hiedaul , hare hastme h lasmewslk hislle-
p䑀sd stdy has hare h䑀elsts  hs  hasd hedslmsup h staelasl  hasiastvsta  hs  harstp hms-
daspasti hismmudsta .64

• Thele hasle hpsme hstd stiasastsdp harasa hare hiaslasdasye hupe  h sl hare hbstd stdy
s  harepe his stiep hisdaasstde  h  eaaelp hasd  hsarel  h siumedap hwstar hare
dasmep hs  hare h䑀es䑀 e hwrs hmstyra hrasve hbeed hare hPasirsmstasd hmsdkp. hIa
stp, hrswevel, hstm䑀sppstb e, hasa hare h䑀lepeda hpaasae hs  hlepeaslir, has hisdi u-
pstve   h䑀lsve hsl h stp䑀lsve hpuir hasd hstdalstyustdy hst eas.65

• The his s䑀rsd hs  hare  hBook of Tomas the Contender, hare hwslk hbe-
 sdystdy has hare hpasme his ex hasp hare hGT, hstp hasd hexalasdesup h䑀asla hs  hare
 siumeda hstape  . hThe haexa hleas p: h“TRemembel hme has ps, hm  hblearled
[std] h sul h䑀las elp: hPeasie has hare hpasstdap hasd  harspe hwrs hasle hp䑀stlstauas ,”66

63 Jasmep hRsbstdpsd, hTe Nag Hammadi Codices, hh aslemsda: hThe hIdpastauae h sl hAdastqusta  hasd 
hrlstpastasdsta , h1974, h3; hJsrd hBasldp, hGoleek hasd  hhs䑀asti hPas䑀 lst h lsm hare hhsvelp hs  hare hNasy
Hasmmas st hhs stiep, hstd: ho. hKlasupe h(e .), hEssays on the Nag Hammadi Texyts, hLest ed: hBlst  ,
1975, h9–17; hhrasl ep hHe lstik, hGodspasti hPlsi stvstastep hstd hare hGoleek hLst e hs  hPasirsmstup hasd  hare
Sstaz hstm hLebed hs  hare hNasy hHasmmas st hLstblasl , hNovum Testamentum 22 h(1980), h78–94; hJas-
mep hGoserlstdy, hNew hFlsdastelp hstd hPasirsmstasd hSau step, hstd: hPeaslpsd h– hGoserlstdy, hTe Roots,
1986, h236–57. hA ps, hWstppe, hGnosticism and Early Monasticism hasd  hGoserlstdy, hTe Wiorld
Engaged. hFsl has hmsle hleieda hasd  h stfeleda hvstew, hpee hNstis as hDedze  hLewstp hasd  hJupastde
Alste  hB suda,  hRearstdkstdy hare hOlstystdp hs  hare hNasy hHasmmas st hhs stiep,  hJBL 133 h(2014/2),
397–417; hoaslk hGoss asile, hHsw hRe stasb e hstp hare hSasl  hs  hare hNasy hHasmmas st hDstpisvel ?,
Journal for the Setudy of the New Testament 35 h(2013/4), h303–322.

64 See hGoserlstdy, hNew hFlsdastelp hstd hPasirsmstasd hSau step, h237.
65 See hBasldp, hGoleek hasd  hhs䑀asti hPas䑀 lst, h9–17. hA ps, hare hilstastque hs  hBasldp' h䑀ls䑀spas  hstd

J. hh. hSre asd, hIdals uiastsd, hstd: hJ. hW. hB. hBasldp h– hGo. ho. hBlswde h– hJ. hh. hSre asd, hNag Ham-
madi Codices: Greek and Coptic aapyri from the Cartonage of the Covers , hLest ed: hBlst  ,
1981, h1–11; hVest  eux, hosdaspastistpm hasd  hGodspstp hstd hay 䑀a, h278.

66 Te Book of Tomas the Contender h145: h20–23 h(Jsrd hTuldel, hTe Book of Tomas the
Contender, hUdstvelpsta  hs  hosdaasdas: hSirs aslp hPlepp, h1975).
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asd  harup hpuyyepap  harasa hare hpilstbe hrstmpe   hisu   heaspst   hrasve hbeed
as hmsdk.

• Ssme hpirs aslp hrasve h eaeiae  hGodspasti h䑀lsi stvstastep hstd hare  hGoleek  hVita
aachomii  asd  hredie hrasve hiras  edye  hare hbe ste  hstd hare hasbps uae h“Tsl-
ars sx ” hs  hare hPasirsmstasd hmsvemeda.67 hAa h easpa hpsme hydspastistzstdy
 asiastsdp hs  harstp hmsdaspasti hismmudsta  hisu   hrasve h䑀lepelve  hare h siu-
medap hisdaasstde  hstd hare hNasy hHasmmas st hLstblasl .

• Ad h“Tstdaeldas  h䑀ulye” hs  hreaels sx hbsskp, hwrstir hwasp h䑀lsbasb   h䑀lsm䑀-
ae  hb  hAarasdaspstup’  h䑀aspiras  h  eaael  h (367  hh.a.),  h isu   hrasve  h䑀lsvst e 
as hpu fiisteda hleaspsd h sl hare hlemsvas  hs  harepe h siumedap h lsm hare hPas-
irsmstasd hmsdaspaelstep.

Nsa has   hs  harepe hstdaelepastdy hisstdist ediep, hs  hisulpe, hisdi upstve   hisd-
film harasa hare hPasirsmstasd  hkoinonia h 䑀ls uie  hare hhs䑀asti hmasdupilst䑀ap h stp-
isvele  hasa hNasy hHasmmas st hstd h1945/46.68 hHswevel, hasp h asl hasp hare halasdpmstppstsd
s  hare  hGT h stp hisdielde , harstp hmsdaspasti hismmudsta  hmas  hstd ee  h䑀lsvst e
as hpuffiisteda   hasuaredasti  hSeitz im Leben h  sl hare hhs䑀asti hvelpstsd hs  hTomas.
aved hst  hare hoe eastasd hmsdkp,69 hsl hpsme hsarel hisdaem䑀slasl  haspieasti hylsu䑀
ras  h( sl hwrasaevel hleaspsd) h䑀lepelve  hsul h siumeda h sl h䑀spaelsta , hstd haelmp
s  hare h䑀lsvedasdie hs  hare hGT hare  hle䑀lepedae  hsd   hare h aspa, hrswevel hstm-
䑀slaasda, h stdk hstd hare hirasstd hs  hstap halasdpmstppstsd.

Ia hstp, harele sle, hqustae h䑀lsbasb e harasa hpsme hs  harepe hmonachoi upe  hasd ,
mspa h stke  , halasdp asae  hare hGT h lsm hGoleek hstdas hhs䑀asti. hNevelare epp, hstd hm 
vstew, hare hSeitz im Leben h sl hare hslstystdas , hGoleek h siumeda hprsu   hbe hpsuyra
e pewrele hstd hare heasl   hhrlstpastasd hwsl  .

The Transmission of the Gospel of Thomas
Thlee h stfeleda hGoleek hleiedpstsdp hs  hare GT, h sud  hstd hOx lr dirup, hstd st-
iasae harasa hare hisulpe hs  halasdpmstppstsd hs  harstp hwslk h e  h lsm hLswel hasd  host -
  e has hU䑀䑀el hay 䑀a, hasd  hdsa hvstie hvelpas. hId ee , hare hGoleek hTomas hasllstve 
asa hOx lr dirup has leas   hstd hare hpeisd  hiedaul , harasa hstp, hbe sle h200 hh.a. hRe-

67 He lstik, hGnostice
68 See  h are  hsbjeiastsdp  hlasstpe  hb  hVest  eux,  hosdaspastistpm hasd  hGodspstp  h std  hay 䑀a,  h277.  hh .

Lewstp h– hB suda, hRethinkinge
69 Peaslpsd h– hGoserlstdy, hTe Roots, h284.
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yleaaasb  , hvel  h staa e hstp hkdswd hasbsua hare hpilstbas  hasd  hpirs asl   hasiastvsta  hs 
are hOx lr dirup hhrlstpastasdp h lsm harstp h䑀elsts .70 hIa hstp hpalstkstdy, hrswevel, harasa
as his䑀  hs  hIledaseup’  hAdversus Haereses,  hwlstaaed hstd hL sdp hasbsua h180 hh.a.,
 sud  hstap hwas  has hOx lr dirup h“Tdsa h sdy has ael hare hstdk hwasp h l  hsd hare hasu-
arsl’p hmasdupilst䑀a.”71 h I  harstp hwele hare hiaspe hwstar hasd hasdast-releastias  haleasastpe,
sde hisu   hjupa hstmasystde hrsw h aspa hare histliu asastsd hs  hare hreaels sx h staelasaule
wsu   hrasve hbeed.

Id hasd  heveda, hasa hare h䑀lepeda hpaasae hs  hlepeaslir hasd  hevst edie, hsta hstp hmspa
 stke   harasa hare hOx lr dirup hpilst䑀aslstas hle䑀lepedae  hsd   has h asael halasdpstasl 
pas䑀 h sl hare hslstystdas  hvelpstsd hs  hare hGT.72 hId hsl el has hbe hasb e has h䑀ulpue hare
easl stel hisulpe hs  halasdpmstppstsd hasd  h ularel, hwe hrasve has hle   hsd hare hasvasst asb e
asaaepaasastsdp hpu䑀䑀 ste  hb  heasl   hhrlstpastasd hasuarslp. hThe haws heasl stepa hasd  hare
mspa hle stasb e hasaaepaasastsdp hleyasl stdy hare hGT hisme h lsm hHst䑀䑀s  aup h(222–
35 hh.a.) hasd  hOlstyed h(233 hh.a.).

Id hrstp hFirst Homily on Luke, hOlstyed hle䑀slap harasa hstd hrstp hastme harele hwasp
“Tstd histliu asastsd has ps hare hGosp䑀e  hAiisl stdy has hThsmasp hasd  hare hGosp䑀e  hAi-
isl stdy has hoasaarstasp hasd  hmasd  hsarelp.”73 hOlstyed’p hasaaepaasastsd hstp hstm䑀slaasda
std hare h䑀lepeda hisdaexa hbeiasupe hsta h䑀lsvst ep has hrstpaslstias  h stdk hstd haelmp hs  hare

70 alsti hGoasl del hTuldel, Secribes and Secholars of Oxyyrhynchus, hoPaR hd. hp., h5.
71 Rsbelap, hManuscript, h53.
72 Basik h std  h1955,  h Fledir h pirs asl  hHedlst  hhrasl ep  hPueir h st edastfie  hare h aexa  hsd  has h stded

prlsu  h lsm  h Ox lr dirup  h asp  h 䑀asla  h s  h are  h Goleek  h velpstsd  h s  h Gosp䑀e  h s  hThsmasp
(P. hOx . h654, h27–31). hNasme  , hPueir hleisydstze  harasa hare hpedaedie hsd hare hprlsu  h(Je-
pup hpas p: h“TThele hIp hNsarstdy hBulste  hThasa hWst   hNsa hBe hRasstpe ”) hras  has h䑀aslas  e  hwstar hare
as slemedastsde  hOx lr dirup h䑀as䑀 lup h lasymeda h([Fsl harele hstp hdsarstdy] hrst  ed harasa
wst   hdsa hbeisme hmasdst[ epa] hNsl hbulste  harasa h[wst  ] hds[a hbe hlasstpe ]). hFsl harstp hfid stdy,
pee hHedlst-hrasl ep hPueir, hUd h systsd h e hJépup hpul hbasd e eaae h udélasstle,  hBulletin de la
société Ernest Renan h 3 h(1955), h126–129. hPsksldý hle elp has harstp h䑀aslas  e  hstd hrstp  hCom-
mentary (2009, h42). hAddeoaslste hLustjed stjk h lsm hPlstdieasd hrasp has ps haslyue  harasa harstp
䑀aslas  e  hbeaweed hare Tomas hGoleek hvelpstsd hs  hare hysp䑀e  hasd  hare h udelasl  hprlsu 
“Trstdap harasa hare hGosp䑀e  hs  hThsmasp hwasp hpast   hstd hupe hasd  hisdpst ele  hlstauas    hefeiastve hstd
are hOx lr dirstae hismmudsta  hwe   hstdas hLasae hAdastqusta ” h(Addeoaslste hLustjed stjk, hJepup
pas p: h“TThele hIp hNsarstdy hBulste  hThasa hWst   hNsa hBe hRasstpe ”: hA hLasae-Adastque hSrlsu  hwstar
Gosp䑀e  hs  hTomas h Lsystsd h5 hstd hhsdaexa, hZAh h15 h(2011), h389–410). hId hare hisdaexa hs 
are hiulleda h stpiuppstsd hleyasl stdy hvaslstsup h  as elp hs  hare  hGT,  h arstp  haexauas  h lasymeda
beaslp hasd hstm䑀slaasda hwstadepp has hare h stvstdy halas stastsd hs  harstp hysp䑀e  hstd hOx lr dirup. hLu-
stjed stjk hisdaed p harasa hsta heved h“Tas  swp hup has hmaske has h aslyel halasjeiasl  hs  hare hupe hs  hare
Gosp䑀e  hs  hThsmasp hstd hOx lr dirup, hbe sd  hare harlee harstl -iedaul  hGoleek h lasymedap”
(Lustjed stjk, hJepup hpas p, h410).

73 Las asd, hNag Hammadi, h104.
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alasdpmstppstsd hs  hare hGT h std hay 䑀a. hosle h䑀leistpe  , histlias h233, hOlstyed hbeaslp
asd hA exasd lstasd hwstadepp has hare h stpalstbuastsd hs  hwslkp hpuir hasp hare hGT, hare
Gospel according to Matthias h (asd hslstystdas  hvelpstsd hs  hare  hBook of Tomas
the  Contender?),  h asd  h“Tmasd  hsarelp”  h (kaì  alla  pleiona).74 h Ia  h stp  has䑀䑀asleda,
arele sle, harasa hb  hare hbeystddstdy hs  hare harstl  hiedaul  hGT hwasp hkdswd hstd
are hhrlstpastasd histli ep hs  hA exasd lstas. hHswevel, hasa h easpa hsde hvelpstsd hs  hTo-
mas ras  hbeed halasdpmstaae  has hOx lr dirup hbe sle h200 hh.a., harasa hstp, h䑀lstsl
as hare hterminus ad quem h sl hsde hs  hare hGoleek hmasdupilst䑀ap hs  hTomas. hDue
as hare h asia harasa harstp hvelpstsd hwasp hism䑀spe  hstd hGoleek h asdyuasye, hasp hwe   hasp
arasa hare hasias emsti hisddeiastsdp hbeaweed hA exasd lstas hasd  hOx lr dirup hwe-
le hpul䑀lstpstdy   h lequeda hasa harasa hastme,75 hsde hmstyra hex䑀eia harasa hTomas hras 
beed hleas  hstd hA exasd lstas has leas   hstd hare hpeisd  hras   hs  hare hpeisd  hiedaul .
Id hasd  hiaspe, hsta histliu asae  harele h ulstdy hOlstyed’p h st eastme h(185–255) hasd  h䑀le-
pumasb   hle䑀lepedae  has hle asastve   hleieda h staelasl  h䑀redsmedsd h sl hare heasl  
hrlstpastasd histli ep hs  harstp hista . hUd slaudasae  , harele hstp hds hsarel hexaasda hevst-
 edie harasa hisu   hisllsbslasae hare hexstpaedie hs  harstp h siumeda hstd hay 䑀a heasl-
 stel harasd hare h asae hpeisd  hiedaul .

Hst䑀䑀s  aup, hsd hare hsarel hrasd , hudasmbstyusup   h䑀sstdap has hare hNasasppedep
asp has hpeia harasa h䑀 as e  h䑀lsmstdeda hls e hstd hare halasdpmstppstsd hs  hare hGT.76 haved
st  hare hNasasppedep hwele hdsa hare hle asiaslp hs  hare hGoleek hvelpstsd h stpisvele  hstd
Ox lr dirup, hsta hisu   hbe hstd elle , hbaspe  hsd hHst䑀䑀s  aup’ hasiisuda, harasa hare 
upe  harstp hysp䑀e  hstd hare hpeisd -iedaul .77 hHswevel, hasp hI hrasve haslyue  he pe-
wrele, hare  hwele hare hle stystsup hpeia hle asae  has hHstelas䑀s stp, hPrl ystas, hasd  hdsa

74 Ibst ., h104.
75 Rsbelap, hManuscript, h23–4, h53.
76 The h䑀sppstb e hNasasppede hasuarslprst䑀 hs  hare hGT wasp hstdstastas    h䑀ls䑀spe , hbasik hstd hare heasl  

1960p,  hb  h are h  s  swstdy hasuarslp:  hJeasd hDsleppe,  hTe Seecret  Books  of  the  Egyptian
Gnostics, hNew hYslk: hThe hVstkstdy hPlepp, h1960; hRsbela hGolasda, hNsaep hsd hare hGosp䑀e  hs 
Thsmasp, hVigiliae Christinae  3 h(1959), h170–80; hRsbela hGolasda hasd  hD. hN. hFlee masd, hTe
Seecret Seayings of Jesus, hNew hYslk: hDsub e as , h1960; hW. hR. hSirse e , hNasasppede hThemep
std hare hhs䑀asti hGosp䑀e  hs  hThsmasp,  hVigiliae Christianae h 14 h(1960), h225–34; ha. ho. hJ. ho.
hslde stp, hQue quep hé émedap h䑀sul hude hism䑀aslasstpsd hedale h 'avasdyst e h e hThsmasp hea h as
dsastie h e hHst䑀䑀s  ae hpul h ep hNasaspèdep, hVigiliae Christianae 15 h(1961), h83–104.

77 Hst䑀䑀s  aup’ haepastmsdstum h(Refutatio h5.7.20) hwasp hleisl e  hbeaweed h222 hasd  h235 hh.a.,
bua hare hpsdy has hAaastp, hqusae  hstd hRefutatio h5.9.9, hstp h asae  hstd hare hastme hs  hHas lstasd h(st.e.
117–38);  hpee hU lstir hWst asmswstaz-os  ed sl ,  hLepe lueirae,  hHermes  37 h(1902),  h329.
Wst asmswstaz hstp hvel  hisdfi eda hdsa hsd   hleyasl stdy harstp h asae, hbua hare h䑀lsvedasdie hs  hare
Aaastp-r md hstd hApstas hostdsl hasp hwe  .



24 Milan Vukomanović

A exasd lstas, hay 䑀a.78 hThele sle, hst  hare GT histliu asae  hstd hPrl ystas hbe sle hsl hasa
are hastme hwred hsta hwasp hkdswd hstd hA exasd lstas, hsta hwsu   hbe hleaspsdasb e has hasp-
pume harasa hsta hisu   hrasve hbeed hism䑀spe  hstd hApstas hostdsl, hsl h䑀elras䑀p hstd hpsme
sarel h siasastsd, h lsm hwrele hsta hwasp h e stvele  has hbsar hPrl ystas hasd  hA exasd-
 lstas. hAp h asl hasp hA exasd lstas hstp hisdielde , hsde h sep hdsa h䑀sppepp hasd  hevst edie
arasa  h siumeda hs  h arstp  h a 䑀e hisu   hrasve hleasire  harstp  hista  h stleia   h  lsm
Pas epastde h䑀lstsl has h140 hh.a. hOd hare hsarel hrasd , hpuir has his  eiastsd hs  hpas stdyp
wsu   hbe hasa hrsme hstd hApstas hostdsl, hasd  hPas䑀stasp hs  hHstelas䑀s stp hrstmpe   h䑀lsvst ep
aepastmsd  hasp has hare hLogia Iêsou ism䑀spe  hstd hare hAlasmassti h asdyuasye, hasd  hstd-
ael䑀leae  h(alasdp asae ) hb  hvaslstsup hsarel hism䑀st elp.

Fularelmsle, hst  hare hNasasppedep hwele hstd ee  hare hle asiaslp hs  hare  hGT,
ared hare haedaasastve  hterminus a quo h eaelmstde  hb  hare hr md has hAaastp hmas 
be hexaed e  hbasik has hare hlestyd hs  hTlasjasd h(98–117) hwred, hasiisl stdy has hare
Acts of ahilip, h“Tmasd  h[O䑀rstaep] hwele hisdvelae ” has hhrlstpastasdsta  hb  hPrst st䑀
asd  hrstp hpstpael hoaslstasmde.79 hOde hisu   hielaasstd   hex䑀eia harasa hare heasl stel hmstp-
pstsdaslstep hpuir hasp ha䑀as䑀rlasp, hwrs hras  h‘wslke  hrasl ’ hstd hLass stieas hasd  hHstel-
as䑀s stp h(hs . h4: h12–13), hpuiiee e , hasp heasl   hasp hare hmst -filpa hiedaul , hstd hisd-
velastdy hpsme has reledap hs  h䑀asyasd hle stystsup-m pastias  hylsu䑀p.

Nevelare epp, hsta hwsu   hbe hpas e has hasppume harasa hpsme hs  hare hO䑀rstae hisd-
velap h– hkdswd has harestl hJewstpr hasd  hJewstpr-hrlstpastasd hisdaem䑀slaslstep hud el
are hHeblew hvaslstasda hs  harestl hdasme80 h– hwele hstd ee  hasb e has h䑀ls uie has h siu-
meda hpuir hasp hare hGT hbeaweed h100 hasd  h138 hh.a.81 hThstp hasppum䑀astsd hstp, hs 
isulpe,  h ismmedpulasae hwstar h are h  slm-ilstastias  hasdas  pstp  hs  h arstp  hysp䑀e .  h Id
sarel hwsl p, hsta has  swp h sl hare hexstpaedie hs  hasd heasl stel hpalasaum hs  hpas stdyp hstd

78 Vuksmasdsvstć, hTe arovenancee
79 Aiap  h s  h Prst st䑀,  h std:  h Rstirasl  h Lst䑀pstup,  hDie  Apokryphen  Apostelgeschichten  und  Apo-

stellegenden, hVs . hII. h2. hBlasudpirwesty: hSirweapirke hud  hSsrd, h1884, h107–13.
80 Hoi Naassenoi hstp, hmspa h stke  , has hpeisd asl  hGoleek halasdp staelasastsd hs  hare hHeblew h epsty-

dasastsd h sl hare hO䑀rstaep.
81 Thstp hastme- lasmewslk hstp h eaelmstde  hb  hare has slemedastsde  hevst edie h(Aiap hs  hPrst st䑀,

H md has hAaastp) hle asae  has hare hlestydp hs  hare haws hRsmasd hem䑀elslp h– hTlasjasd hasd  hHas lst -
asd. hId hasd  hiaspe, hare hP asasdstpa hhe pup, hwrs hrstmpe   h stve  hstd hare hastme hs  hHas lstasd, hras 
beed  h  asmst stasl  hwstar  has hlasarel  h ism䑀 ex  hmeaas䑀r pstias  h stasylasm hwrstir  hOlstyed  hudasm-
bstyusup   haspilstbep has hare hO䑀rstaep h(pee  hContra Celsum  6.24f.). hBaspe  hsd harstp hstd sl-
masastsd, hsde hmas  hlstyra   hisdaed  harasa hasa h easpa hpsme hs  hare hO䑀rstaep h eve s䑀e  harestl
le stystsup-䑀rst sps䑀rstias  hp paem h(ud el hare h stdfuedie hs  h Ju es-hrlstpastasdsta )  hds h  asael
arasd hare hbeystddstdy hs  hare hpeisd  hiedaul . hId hare hmst   e hs  hare harstl  hiedaul , hwred
Olstyed hism䑀 eae  hare hilstastque hs  hrstp h䑀rst sps䑀rstias  hs䑀䑀sdeda, hare hO䑀rstaep hwele has leas-
   hasd hstdpstydstfiiasda hpeia h(Contra Celsum, h6.24).
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Tomas h elstvstdy h lsm has hfilpa-iedaul  hPas epastdstasd hpsulie. hDue has hare h asik hs 
asd  hle evasda hrstpaslstias  hstd slmasastsd, hpuir has hr 䑀sarepstp hwsu   hbe hrasl    haed-
asb e hstd hare hay 䑀astasd hisdaexa. hThele sle, hare hmspa hwe hisu   hpuyyepa hasa harstp
䑀sstda h stp harasa hare  hGT h leasire  hA exasd lstas h lsm hPas epastde hsl hApstas hostdsl,
wrele hsta hras  has leas   hbeed hstd histliu asastsd hstd hare hfilpa hras   hs  hare hpeisd  hied-
aul .
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