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… prague meets freiburg …

… and happy birthday

18.10.2023
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Wir verändern Gesellschaft

We change society
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We are…

... one of the smallest HAW in Baden-Württemberg.

• Approx. 1,000 students

• 30 professors

• Approx. 280 lecturers (external)

• Approx. 35 employees in administration



One of 13 church-operated HAWs nationwide.

As good as state 

• Approx. 23,000 students at HAW in church 
sponsorship nationwide (RKHD) – not “private 
universities)

• BW: EH Freiburg, KH Freiburg, EH Ludwigsburg

• Universities supported by member churches of 
the EKD / by dioceses and associations

• Financing depending on federal state with church 
share 5% to 50%, state share about 40% to 95% 

• Church HS are all "SAGE universities": Social 
work, health, education



Studienprofil + Zusatzqualifikationen



Bachelor's Programme Social Work / Social Pedagogy

In professional circles in German speaking countries, “Soziale Arbeit” is the umbrella term 

commonly used for the fields of Social Work and Social Education / Social Pedagogy. 

• A large variety of working areas are opened up to those studying with us: school social work; supporting the homeless, people with
disabilities or addiction problems; helping migrants and asylum seekers; caring for the elderly or dementia patients and their 
relatives; social work with offenders – to name but a few. 

• A new addition to our courses that students can opt for as part of the Social Work programme is “International Social Work”, which 
conveys insights into social work and its conditions in other countries as well as discussing international and transnational
perspectives. Students will also gain intercultural competencies.

• Studying for only three more semesters gives you the option to complete a Bachelor degree in Religious Education as well. Those 
wishing to expand upon selected competencies can opt for additional qualifications: Experiential and Environmental Education,
SPOSA – Sport and Social Work, RECOS – Social Work in Germany / France / Switzerland, and Art Education.

• The Bachelor degree can be followed by the research-oriented Master’s programme in Social Work.

• Dual qualification possible: the Bachelor programmes Social Work and Religious Education and Diaconia are structured in the 
same way and also show many similarities in terms of content. Within the course of three additional semesters, a degree in the 
other programme of study can be obtained as well.
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Religious Education and Diaconia

• The Bachelor’s programme Religious Education and Diaconia provides a qualification for a very diverse career revolving 
around the human being and around generating meaning. The degree opens up great opportunities for working in German 
regional protestant and in free churches: as a deacon, you can work in a church, diaconate or school with people of different
age groups as well as varying personal circumstances and living environments, for example. Or you can teach religious studies
at schools up to and including lower secondary education (ISCED 2).

• By adding a period of study shortened to only three semesters you can obtain a dual qualification with a second Bachelor 
degree in Social Work. The practical work placement offers the option to concentrate on the international perspective of 
ecclesiastical work.

• Only at the EH Freiburg: unique throughout Germany, we have initiated the project “Intergenerational Living and Learning”, as
part of which Religious Education students have the chance to live in a retirement home – in affordable modern apartments, 
combined with social learning.

• With our additional qualifications, you will gain competencies in selected areas: Healthcare and Preventive Care, Experiential 
and Environmental Education, Art Education, Sport Education (SPOSA).

• Dual qualification possible: the Bachelor’s Programmes Social Work and Religious Education and Diaconia are structured in 
the same way and also show many similarities in terms of content. Within the course of three additional semesters, a degree in 
the other study programmes can be obtained as well.



Internationally connected - networks

Cooperation with universities in Germany and abroad in the areas of teaching, research, transfer: 4 examples

• Teaching, research and transfer cooperative RECOS: e.g. 
child protection in the border region Germany/ France/ 
Switzerland. Result: Vademecum; avoid external placement 
in child and youth welfare. Project co-financed by the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) in the 
framework of the Interreg (V) Upper Rhine program. 

• International profile BA SozArb; English language modules; 
structured Student Mobility (top position in CHE!)

• Exchange with 35 colleges and universities, e.g. University 
of Iowa, prevention of anti-Semitism, human rights 
education

• Teaching cooperation in the field of peace education (e.g. 
University in Capetown, topic: Female Refugees and 
Migrants in South Africa)
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https://www.eh-freiburg.de/veranstaltungen/international-
talks-2023-2024/

International talks

https://www.eh-freiburg.de/wp-
content/uploads/2023/01/Leaflet_Building-
transformative_WEB_Jan2023.pdf

English study program

https://www.eh-freiburg.de/veranstaltungen/international-talks-2023-2024/
https://www.eh-freiburg.de/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Leaflet_Building-transformative_WEB_Jan2023.pdf


Strong research for
40 years

►Contact point for practice-
oriented research as of 1984 

►Research focus on HRK 
research map 

► Membership in the doctoral 
association HAW BW

► Professors in the doctoral 
center



Research focus

Long research tradition - rapid response to new research needs

One of the first research HAW - formerly FH, 
research tradition since the 80s

Established focal points (HRK research map)

• Child and youth research

• Gender research

More recent foci 

• Migration

• Racism

• Peace research

• Health and health care research



Promotionen 2021/22 – EH ist Mitglied im Promotionsverband 



Investment in campus expansion: 30 million euros

Kubus 2014 student dormitory 2020/23

6,5 Mio. € Studierendenwerk Freiburg

Dietrich-Bonhoeffer-Platz 2016 general renovation 2020/22

Programm Soziale Stadt 23,5 Mio. €



Foyers // lobby



Furnishing



cocoon





library



Room of silence



Observation room
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Close to practice in teaching, research, transfer

Practical placements for students of all bachelor's degree programs –

Practical phases are part of the studies and are supervised by professors.

Above all, numerous cooperations with institutions of the social and health care system are established, 
about 140 practice positions in the BA Social:  

Examples

• Freiraum - drop-in center and counseling center for homeless women, Freiburg (DW Freiburg)

• psychological counseling center for parents, Rastatt district

• Refugee outpatient clinic, Hamburg

• Drug emergency service, Berlin; 

• Childline, telephone counseling for children and adolescents, Windhouk/Namibia

• Mother and child house, Caritas Vienna; 

• Vamos Juntos, street work with shoe shiners,La Paz/Bolivia


